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How do we think with and about LGBTQIA+ subjects, communities, and histories?

The Pembroke Center has launched the “LGBTQIA+ Thinking” initiative, led by Lynne Joyrich, professor of modern culture and media. The
mitiative is devoted to the active production of knowledge generated from and about the subjectivities and socialities, differences and connections,
histories and cultures of sexual and gender minorities, paying close attention to how sexualities and gender identifications have been constructed;
how they intersect with global and local formations of race, class, and generation; and how sexual and gender minorities have diversely attempted
to live and understand themselves outside, or in the interstices, of domnant sexual and gender norms.

“This mitiative signals the importance of exploring sexual and gender formations, identities, and issues,” Joyrich said, “recognizing that just as these
can give us places from which to think, those places may shift, change, and mvite re-thinking,”

The LGBTQIA+ Thinking initiative includes intellectual, pedagogical, and social components. Programming—ranging from lectures, presentations,
and symposia to exhibitions, screenings, and performances—is designed to coordinate with other Pembroke initiatives (such as the Pembroke
Seminar, the Black Feminist Theory Project, and the Feminist Theory Archives) and to flrther links with other units (such as the BAI, CSREA,
CSSJ, the Cogut Institute, IBES, the School of Public Health, and the Watson Institute). Pedagogical aims include working with Gender and
Sexuality Studies program leadership and faculty on course development, program coordination, and pedagogical collaboration. Finally, the
mitiative fosters community bonds via the connections made through LGBTQIA+ Thinking programs and events at Brown and beyond. In this
way, the Pembroke Center can further foster thinking, learning, and acting for and with this vital and diverse community.

About Lynne Joyrich, director of LGBTQIA+ Thinking:

Lynne Joyrich is Professor and Chair of Modern Culture and Media at Brown University whose research focuses on constructions of gender,
sexuality, and race in US media. She is the author of Re-viewing Reception: Television, Gender, and Postmodern Culture and of articles on
film, television, cultural studies, and feminist and queer studies that have appeared in such journals as The Black Scholar, Critical

Inguiry, Cinema Journal, differences, Discourse, Jump Cut, Journal of e-Media Studies, Journal of Visual Culture, and Transformative
Works and Cultures, and such books as Private Screenings; Modernity and Mass Culture; Logics of Television; Inventing Film

Studies; Pedagogy: The Question of Impersonation; New Media, Old Media; Queer TV; Mad Men, Mad World, Unwatchable,

and Feminism’s Indelible Mark: Reframing the Work of Todd Haynes. She has been a member of'the editorial collective of the

journal Camera Obscura: Feminism, Culture, and Media Studies since 1996.
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The Politics and Aesthetics of Decolonial Queering in Palestine

Abstract

The study of Palestinian queer politics has been either marginalized or approached through conceptual frameworks that overlook Israeli settler-
colonialism, and thus lack an engagement with grounded knowledge of Palestinian queerness. In response, this study examines the political activism
and aesthetic productions encountered in the queer political spaces and networks of alQaws for Sexual and Gender Diversity in Palestinian
Society. It adopts participant observation and interviewing methods in order to provide in-depth analyses and nuanced understanding of how
queerness and decolonization intersect and mutually inform each other in Palestine. Drawing on queer theorising and its interaction with
decolonising sexualities and ‘queer of colour’ critiques, the study focuses on two main interrelated points: first, how queer Palestinian activism and
aesthetics challenge and critique Zionist hetero-colonialisim; second, how they question current imaginings of Palestinian sovereignty, whose visions
for liberation continue to re-instantiate hetero-colonialism. The first part of the study demonstrates how alQaws’ frames of activism and aesthetics
productions — ranging from video, photography and performance art — entail the will to gaze back at Zionist hetero-colonialism. It examines how
they challenge the premise of the colonial ga(y)ze, as exenplified in the case of those Israeli narratives positing Israel as a modern, sexual
democracy in contrast to a backward, homophobic Palestinian society. The second part of the study explores the will to imagine otherwise in
Palestinian queerness by focusing on alQaws’ modus operandi and aesthetic productions, such as satirical images, performance art, fashion design
and queer narratives. It sheds light on how Palestinian queerness decolonizes from within, thus opening possibilities for imagining liberation beyond
the re-production of colonial gendered and/or geopolitical hierarchies. The study concludes by arguing for the importance of taking seriously the
work of alQaws, and the various queer aesthetics encountered within its spaces, as a site for mapping the intersectionality between queerness and
decolonisation. This remains a necessary task within settler-colonial contexts, such as Palestine, and other (post)colonial geographies where
sexuality and/or decolonisation is still a matter of considerable debate.
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Introduction: Left of Queer

“Left of Queer” examines historical and theoretical developments in the evolving field of queer studies since the 2005 Social Text special issue
“What’s Queer about Queer Studies Now?”” In particular, it focuses on three themes: first, it explores the possibilities of an expanded subjectless
critique by interrogating not only the formative exclusions of queer studies but also the contingent material conditions through which “proper” queer
subjects and identities emerge today; second, it reexamines long-standing debates on materialism and the incommensurability of queer studies and
Marxisim; and, third, it provincializes strands of queer critique by investigating the institutionalization of queer studies as a subset of American
studies/US area studies. Throughout, it explores how emergent theoretical debates on debility, indigeneity, and trans revise and rework subjectless
critique, histories of materialism, and queer studies as American exceptionalism by examining how the sublation of these key terms produces,
manages, and animates new queer subjects for recognition in the political sphere.

queer theory, trans theory, subjectless critique and objectless critique, queer materialism, queer geopolitics

“Left of Queer” seeks to contextualize queer theoretical production since the 2005 publication of the Social Text special double issue “What’s
Queer about Queer Studies Now?” In that issue, editors Jack Halberstam, José Esteban Mufioz, and David L. Eng sought to expand queer theory
to address issues of US empire, race, immigration, diaspora, militarization, surveillance, and related concerns in the wake of 9/11 and its political
aftermath. “A renewed queer studies,” the editors wrote, “insists on a broadened consideration of the late-twentieth-century global crises that have
configured historical relations among political economies, the geopolitics of war and tetror, and national manifestations of sexual, racial, and

gendered hierarchies.”1

“What’s Queer about Queer Studies Now?”” focused, in no small part, on developing notions of “subjectless critique” with the purpose of
destabilizing both proper subjects and subject matters of queer theoretical inquiry. “That queerness remains open to a continuing critique of its
exclusionary operations has always been one of the field’s key theoretical and political promises,” the special issue editors argued. “What might be
called the ‘subjectless’ critique of queer studies disallows any positing of a proper subject of or object for the field by msisting that queer has no

fixed political referent.”2 Indeed, the value of subjectless critique lay in situating queerness as something that “can neither be decided on in advance
nor be depended on in the ﬁlture.”3

As put forward by the editors of “What’s Queer about Queer Studies Now?,” subjectless critique thus opened up space for a multiplicity of
subjects of and for queer representation and, equally important for the current special issue, their ongoing deconstruction. It insisted that queer ness
is produced within numerous identitarian regimes that undercut any singular or cohesive notion of the subject, any positing of primary origins. At the
same time, it drew heightened attention to geopolitical issues that were otherwise constituted as eccentric to the realm of queer theoretical inquiry.
Subjectless critique provided a means to renew queer studies through a dislodging of its sanctioned subjects and critical assunmptions in favor of a
mobility of reference. Paradoxically, then, the 2005 special issue posited the remvention of queerness as contingent on its potential obsolescence.

So what is left of queer now? In this special issue, we examine significant theoretical as well as historical developments since 2005. We focus on
three broad themes, which we discuss in turn. First, we revisit the potential utility of an expanded subjectless critique by interrogating not only the
formative exclusions of queer studies but also the contingent material conditions through which “proper” queer subjects and identities emerge in our
contemporary landscape. Second, we return to long-standing debates on materialism concerning the incommensurability of queer studies and
Marxism that arose in the early 1990s with the inception of the former field. Third, we trace strands of queer critique that lay bare the
nstitutionalization of queer studies as its own particular brand of US area studies. Relatedly, we explore how emergent theoretical debates in
debility, indigeneity, and trans revise and rework subjectless critique, histories of materialism, and queer studies as American exceptionalism,
pushing their critical scope and effects in new and unexpected directions. Indeed, as we argue further below, it is the sublation of these key “third
terns,” debility, indigeneity, and trans, that produce, manage, and animate new queer subjects for recognition in the political sphere today.

To begin, while the interventions of subjectless critique in 2005 focused predominantly on the evolving subject of liberal rights and representation,
“Left of Queer” investigates a broader predication of the queer subject—the social structurations of queerness—to explore how subjects emerge
and cohere through geopolitical exceptionalisims that render the material conditions of their production opaque. What populations, and what
processes of relationality and sociality, are left out of this worlding? Although the field has not always deployed gueer in an entirely nonreferential
manner, the radical potential of queer critique has often turned on its analyses of gender and sex as “racial arrangements,” indexing complex

histories and contingent futures of racial capitalism4 “Left of Queer” continues these analyses by considering how the biopolitics of race and sex
function on a global scale to securitize and even militarize bodies and borders while touting the proliferation of diverse subjects of recognition as
liberal progress and advancement.

In the meantime, normative LGBTQ subjects in the West, as elsewhere, have been further incorporated into (neo)liberal regimes of rights and
recognition, of marriage and kinship, of markets and property, and as reproductive actors and agents of the state (in military service, for example),
often at extreme peril to racialized, immigrant, undocumented, immiserated, and dispossessed commumities. As homonormative and
homonationalist subjects continue to be interpellated into the logics of queer liberalism and pinkwashing today, these precarious groups are further

pathologized and abandoned.5 These inclusions and exclusions speak to the morphing capacities of queerness, demonstrating that LGBTQ
alignments with nationalist and racist ideologies are in fact not aberrations but, rather, constitutive of a normative queer liberal rights project itself.

From this perspective, we offer the essays and roundtables comprising “Left of Queer” as detailed examinations of the undersides of queerness



and its nearly three decades of institutionalization. Today, queer studies is part and parcel of numerous fields and disciplines in the US academy,
most prominently queer literary studies, gay and lesbian history, and law and legal advocacy, among others. At the same time, this special issue is a
sampling of compelling scholarship—by no means exhaustive—exploring the evolution of geopolitical polarities, their conditions of production, and
their social and political effects.

Beyond subjectless critique, “Left of Queer” also revisits longstanding impasses between queer studies and Marxism concerning questions of
materiality. To be clear, as Jordy Rosenberg and Amy Villarejo note in a special GLQ issue on “Queer Studies and the Crises of Capitalism,”
Marxism and political-economic analysis have long been deployed in the foundational texts of the study of sexuality. Moreover, queer of color

.. .. . - L . . .
critique “ups the ante on traditional approaches to economic questions.” Despite this, how have such impasses between queer studies and Marxist
theory come to be, and how have these impasses effectively truncated potential clains for alternative conceptualizations of materialism, whether in
terms of the economic, empirical, or corporeal?

How, for example, does queer studies rethink traditional divisions between labor and care, and public and private, under neoliberal pressures and
regimes of austerity? This question necessitates a turn to the global in order to consider how queer studies and area studies might supplement each

other.7 Moreover, the emergence of new materialisims, object-oriented ontology, and affect studies has reinvigorated debates about which
materialities matter and how they matter under biopolitical regimes of discipline and control. In turn, what do these bodies of scholarship bring to
queer studies today, and how do they rework our understandings of value, epistemology, and ontology—of subject/object distinctions thenselves?

Finally, to the extent that queer studies has become its own particular form of US area studies—one that takes American exceptionalisiy, its
political economy and popular culture, as its unspoken premise—it is necessary to expand our queer archive to consider historical experiences
outside the global North written in languages other than English. As an uninterrogated and unmarked version of American studies, queer studies
determines what archives in the global South are legible and, indeed, matter. For instance, what are the recognizable forms of sexual njury and
wounded attachments that animate normative politics of queer resistance distinct from the endemic sexual violence of what scholars such as Puar

and Maya Mikdashi have labeled “permanent war’”” in the Middle East?8 How do we interrupt conventional debates in queer theory as well as
disrupt area studies as fetishized knowledge?

Since 2005, numerous collections and special issues have broadened the sustained exploration of the operations of queer as well as frans in a
global frame and, in particular, from the perspective of the global South: “Queer Politics and the Question of Palestine/Israel” (2010); “Sexuality,
Nationality, Indigeneity”” (2010); “Black Queer Diaspora” (2012); “Decolonizing the Transgender Imaginary”” (2014); “Area Impossible: The
Geopolitics of Queer Studies” (2016); “Queer Inhumanisis” (2015); and “Trans Studies in las Americas” (2019), to name just a few prominent

exarrples.9 Taking stock of'this trajectory of publications, queer studies has already been implicitly “provincializing” itself over the past decade. 10
As such, “Left of Queer” not only indexes the remainders of queer theory that mark the threshold of institutionalized knowledge production but
also highlights the material conditions of production under which such remains are animated through empire, globalization, neoliberalism, and
biopolitics today. By identifying the field’s geographical and episte mological specificities and by questioning the circulation and portability of its
axioms, we highlight circuits of US empire that form the geopolitical conditions of possibility for knowledge production and political representation.

In this regard, this special issue also provincializes queer studies by extending critical conversations initiated in the 1990s on queer diasporas,

transnational sexualities, and queer of color critique that sparked critical debates on the naturalizing assumptions of the nation- state.1 : “Left of
Queer” emphasizes recent trajectories in the field that continue to insist on the radical potential of queer critique beyond the politics of
normalization: on specters of materialism (Liu), geographies of safe space and securitization (Hanhardt and Puar), the biopolitics of global labor
and care work in disability studies (Crosby and Jakobsen), the grounding of the Indigenous body as (im)materiality (Byrd), and the groundlessness
of trans sex (Aizura). We bring heightened attention to geopolitical circuits of empire that form the conditions of possibility for queer theories to
travel, more often than not as privileged vehicles for teleological histories of liberal progress and human freedom, and for the biopolitical sorting of
livable, grievable, and precarious lives. Politically left of the current mainstreaming and institutionalization of queer studies—as well as the
universalizing impulses of (neo)liberal recognition, representation, and rights for queer subjects on the global stage—the contributors in this volume
examine what is left of queer outside the political, economic, and cultural mandates of the sovereign nation-state and the liberal individual as its
prized citizen-subject.

Subjectless/Materialist/Exceptionalist

One of queer studies’ key theoretical possibilities lies in the continuing interrogation of its exclusionary operations. The politics of subjectless
critique today demands an explicit acknowledgment of how the political referent of queer studies has often presumed an ever-expanding sphere of
identifiable subjects laying claim to liberal rights, recognition, normalization, and inclusion. The decriminalization of sodomy, the ability to serve
openly in the military, same-sex marriage, issues of bathroom access—the continuing expansion of LGBTQ+ is predicated on a signifying chain of
identity as analogy and the awarding of legal rights and entitlements through a politics of incremental recognition. In the context of US
exceptionalism in the postwar period, identity politics is said to begin with race and civil rights, wending its way through gender and (second-wave)
feminism and then through sexuality, starting with lesbians, gays, and bisexuals; moving onto queer and trans subjects; and now working its way
through the intersexed (I), asexuals (A), and beyond (+). While exclusions and njuries come in numerous forms, the US legal system recognizes
only intentional discrimination that causes demonstrable harm to an identifiable individual. It is not designed to address intersectional identities and
group injury nor is it capable of redressing material inequalities such as the maldistribution of life chances and the ethical conditions by which life
might be livable.

The cleaving of Marxism from queer studies—indeed, the atomization of sexuality, race, and class as antagonistic and incompatible identities
separated by distinct politics and platforms—returns in an especially lethal form with the contemporary rise of right-wing nationalisis and call-out



cultures across the political spectrum These movements pit white, black, brown, and yellow as well as straight, gay, and trans against one another,
undoing long histories of political coalition building, trenchant critical analyses of racial capitalism, and influential theories of intersectionality and
assemblage that have emerged from fields as diverse as Black feminisis and decolonial theory. Insofar as poststructuralist Marxisis also have
critiques of identity and identity politics that exceed the primacy of the classed subject, the impasse between queer studies and Marxism is less
about which identities matter and more about the divergent ways in which the fields interrogate relations of social structuration.

In his opening contribution to this special issue, “Queer Theory and the Specter of Materialism,” Petrus Liu turns a fresh eye to this problem. He
nsists that the sexual subject of queer studies and the class subject of Marxism are not distinct entities. Both must relinquish their proprietary
relationship over these categories. Instead, Liu conceives both queer theory and Marxism as materialist theories foregrounding the constitutive
sociality of the self. Liu’s approach to subjectless critique as one grounded in processes of social structuration that cut across the two fields allows
him to bring together Judith Butler’s “‘view of gender as the constitutive sociality of the self” and Marx’s “labor theory of value as the ethical
imbrication of self and Other.” Refusing to reduce queer theory to the primacy of sexuality and Marxism to the primacy of the economic and the
material, Liu observes that the ascription of positivistic content, political priority, or moral urgency to the laboring subject in the latter field is
predicated on forgetting the fact that “Marx is interested not in the standpoint of the immediate producer but in the fact that under capitalism labor
becomes both a commodity (that one can sell) and a social relation.” Both Marxism and queer studies underscore the fact that the subject is
necessarily opaque to itself and eminently imbricated in a web of social relations and responsibilities, a self with primary ties to unknown and
unknowable others. As such, Marxism and queer theory are better approached not as oppositional but as dialectical.

In effect, disavowals of Marxist analyses as hostile toward sexuality, and repudiations of sexuality as “merely cultural” from a Marxian point of
view prevent us from understanding the production and reproduction of subjects precisely as recognizable identities. Indeed, Liu’s turn to “queer
Marxism” as a common ground for examining materialist predications of the subject focuses our attention away from the reproduction of the means

of production and toward the reproduction of the relations of production, to borrow a critical concept from Louis Althusser. > This move allows us
to index mutltiple approaches to materialism in global Marxisms and connect them to the predication, history, and relations of the subject in ways
that pose significant geopolitical implications for what’s “left of queer.”

For example, the evolution of LGBTQ+ in US identity politics finds its global corollary today in a discourse of nternational human rights in which
sexuality becomes a privileged metric to assess “civilized”” and “barbaric” cultures. The “woman question” (how illiberal nations and peoples in the
Third World treat their women) in prior decades has now evolved into the “homosexual question” (how illiberal nations and peoples in the global
South treat their LGBTQ communities). This develop-mentalist narrative presumes a universal subject and history, not only of queerness but also

and notably of capitalism, as scholars such as Rosemary Hennessy, Miranda Joseph, and Kevin Floyd underscore. a Through the maintenance of a
reductive opposition between global North and global South, the developmentalist use of gueer as identity thus becomes an important foil for the
globalization of capital in its imperial travels, fostering the production as well as erasure of particular queer subjects and subjectivities.

In the age of neoliberalism and human rights, the colonial dynamic of white men saving brown women from brown men has been reconditioned as

white folks (straight and gay) saving brown homosexuals from brown heterosexuals. * As sexuality becomes a primary language—perhaps the
primary language—of modern citizenship, a model of queer rights and representation in the West assumes an ever-expanding ambit in a global
politics of recognition. Focusing on the predication of the queer subject of geopolitics exposes a problematic and antagonistic relationship between
sexuality and class that denies histories of coevalness. This relationship underwrites particular parochialisins as universal discourses of neoliberal
development on both the individual and the structural level

In sum, returning subjectless critique to the geopolitical field allows us to apprehend both US queer studies and area studies as particular forms of
specialized, regional knowledge, with specific histories of social production beyond the subject of the Western gay consumer-tourist or the queer
native informant. It allows us to apprehend the emergence of both a universal queer subject of rights and recognition and a particular queer native
nformant consigned to the waiting room of history as two sides of the same representational coin. The Western queer and the post-colonial queer
—including the “transnational activist” that sutures them together—are neither developmental nor oppositional categories. Rather, they must be
approached as dialectic counterparts created through the same social relations of production that expose the capitalist (economic), nationalist
(political), and liberal individualist (cultural) assumptions foreclosing other histories of materiality and other social relations and relationalities.
Therefore, to reframe these debates, we must expand our queer archives and attend to the complexity and porosity of what is signaled by
materiality in the first instance.

How, then, are materialities of gender, sexuality, religion, region, race, and caste concealed by the apotheosis of the global queer subject under
neoliberal development rather than seen as the precipitate of these social relations? In the roundtable “Beyond Trigger Warnings: Safety,
Securitization, and Queer Left Critique,” conveners Christina B. Hanhardt and Jasbir K. Puar extend subjectless critique by connecting domestic
and global histories of security and securitization—by which they mean “‘geopolitically inflected contexualization of the debate on safe space’—with
a familiar subject of queer studies: sexual precarity on campus, as well as vulnerable student populations in need of protection through trigger
warnings, campus alert systerrs, and Title IX safeguards.

To begin to flesh out the relations between materialism, subjectless critique, and geopolitical exceptionalism in the context of safe space across
local, national, and international scales, we bring together interdisciplinary thinkers who may or may not consider queer studies a primary or
organizing rubric for their scholarship. For example, Paul Amar’s comparative work on the logics of sexual securitization in nation-states in the
global South is often relegated by queer studies scholars to area studies scholarship, while it is seen by regional specialists as unable to represent a
proper area studies method, not only because it moves across and connects different areas of the global South but also because of'its insistent
focus on gender and sexuality. Other roundtable contributors such as Neel Ahuyja, Kwame Holimes, and Sherene Seikaly work on securitization of
bodies in relation to the biopolitics of settler colonialism, anti-Blackness and state violence, and technologies of surveillance and control. In this
context, Aniruddha Dutta and Fatima El-Tayeb might be considered the only two “proper” scholars of queer studies. Yet, we argue that such



cross-pollinations of disparate bodies and fields of scholarship advance the future of queer theory in necessary and important directions. P

This group of interdisciplinary scholars challenges the US exceptionalist model embedded in debates about safety and securitization on campus by
asking for whomis space safe, and how is that safety secured through the production and control of other bodies constituted as unsafe?
Furthermore, in what ways are the classroom and campus life n US universities intrinsically embedded in global relations of militarization,
securitization, risk management, and dispossession that connect them, for instance, not only to (gay) urban gentrification but also to border walls
and checkpoints dividing nation-states and occupied territories? De-exceptionalizing queer studies entails de-exceptionalizing scenes of sexual
violence as the privileged form of social violation on our campuses and the “neoliberal (white) student consumer-subject” as the central victim in

need of protection in debates about campus safety and sexual assault. 0 As Holmes incisively reminds us in the context of now-ubiquitous use of
cell phone alert warnings systens on US campuses, it “goes without saying that a campus of powerfully activated and anxious white people does
not and cannot represent a safe space for people of color.” Equally so, campus alert systems “undercut feminist authority by simplifying the terns
of safety, leaving us safe from the more complicated discomfort we experience when asked to interrogate our personal relationship to rape
culture.” In this regard, the turn to subjectless critique in queer theory has been crucial not only in problematizing the unitary subject of queer
studies but also in excavating the manifest relations of affect and bodies—indeed, in analyzing the emotional austerity that these automatic alert
systens seek to impose as a kind of affective biopolitics.

In moving (around) the concept of safe and unsafe space to the scales of biopolitics and geopolitics, this roundtable seeks to materialize the
relations of safety to security and consider the varied material, administrative, and pragmatic methods deployed to craft campuses into what Amar
terms “‘security labs.” That is, universities now function as security laboratories for the deployment and honing of technologies of surveillance and
control that all too eerily resonate with the constant invocation of locations such as Gaza as laboratories for testing new weaponry and policies, and
stretch the imagination of what might register as inhabitable and livable life. In the case of Palestine, how do homonationalist discourses of
pinkwashing that instrumentalize the persecution of queers—fundamentally related to the developmental narrative of democracy and liberal rights in
Israel as elsewhere—function as political alibis for the assertion of safe space? In this context, Seikaly notes that in her research “safety and
security are mottos of dispossession. In Palestine, the Israeli state’s mobilization of security and safety work to dispossess the Palestinian. The
Palestinian stands as a threat to security, not a subject who may desire security.”

Safe space thereby takes on global dimensions, forcing us to trouble it as a universal ideal while acknowledging the US university as one primary
site for the production and reproduction of sexual, racial, and economic stratification, as well as scientific knowledge for the advancement and
proliferation of precarity. Modes of controlling bodies and affects are connected through the replication of these labs and the repetition of their
forms across wildly different contexts, as well as through the transnational circulation of technologies of surveillance and control. Security walls,
checkpoints, and occupations thus become legible, necessary components in any serious debates about trigger warnings, which could as easily
refer to difficult or disturbing course content as to the pulling of a trigger on a gun at an open-carry campus or the firing of bullets into unarmed
civilian populations protesting government violence and suppression. Expanding subjectless critique to account for geopolitics does not mean a
privileging of the global South or any one particular region. Rather, it demands that we see the social relations and connections between and among
these regions differently. The notion of safe space interrogates geopolitical exceptionalism—especially that of US queer studies and its sanctioned
subjects—while simultaneously contextualizing the varying material conditions that create specters of safety and regimes of security in specific
locales and for specific populations.

Christina Crosby and Janet R. Jakobsen’s article ‘Disability, Debility, and Caring Queerly”” examines the material conditions and the occluded
economies of care, labor, and care work that are necessary for the disabled subject of rights discourse to cohere and be recognizable as a political
actor. By drawing explicit attention to these material and affective assemblages of precarity and care, Crosby and Jakobsen reveal otherwise
hidden interfaces between disability and debility—that is, between disabled subjects and debilitated populations who come together in an economy
of care, to allow, in this case, Crosby to appear “to be finctioning as an independent and autonomous individual.”” Like the “Beyond Trigger
Warnings” roundtable, Crosby and Jakobsen elaborate the otherwise submerged “chains of caring labor” in a global geography that allow (or
disallow) the disabled subject to cohere as such, noting that denaturalizing the Marxian chain of value offers “many possible points of rupture. Each
transition point, whether from use value to exchange value, good to commodity, labor to labor power, or labor power to exchange value, might be
otherwise.”

Crosby and Jakobsen’s exploration of the social contours of value at every stage of production lead them to argue that “a queer reading of value
challenges any idea of a natural sociality or of a naturalized use value and instead seeks to build a more just conceptualization of need and its
relations.” In addition, they note that while all of these stages necessitate the collectivization of a social body, the privatization of care work and its
occlusion in the private space of the home transform what should necessarily be a collective movement into an individual transaction. For this
reason, they emphasize, “one important move in shifting the condi tions of domestic work is to ensure that the value of the work is inscribed not in
individual affect but, rather, in widespread social acknowledgment of the need for caring labor.”

It is this acknowledgment and denaturalization of use value that underpins several concrete examples they raise of how both caring queerly and a
queerer Marxist approach supplement each other. For mstance, referencing Crosby’s own reliance on racialized, immigrant, and feminized laborers
who assist her with what are routinely posited as the natural bodily habits of shitting and pissing, they note that

queer, trans, feminist, and disabled people all have to care about bathrooms—whether they will be harassed in using a public
bathroom, whether bathrooms are in fact the private, safe spaces that they are normatively claimed to be, who cleans those
bathroomns, and whether the facilities are accessible to all. Thinking about—caring about—bodily waste as fundamental to human
well-being is to make a very queer claim about the use value of the work required to ensure the flourishing of all.

Foregrounding the processes of defecating and urinating is a queer chain of value indeed. This chain elucidates a “‘geopolitical model of disability”
that accounts for the distributed and repressed modes of debilitation at all points of value production that informa political dialectic between



recognizably abled and disabled subjects. Like Liu, the coauthors index subjectless critique in queer studies by drawing our focus, paraphrasing
Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, on “the production of the worker rather than with the work’s production.”

Caring queerly thus underscores that “not all labor that keeps up everyday life is reproductive, nor is it all functionally supportive of capitalism.”
Tracing the global economic networks that make care workers available for the “proper” subjects of care and unequal distributions of agency,
Crosby and Jakobsen call for a politics of justice that does not reproduce such social relations, that acknowledges the multiple ways in which
dependency does not automatically disqualify a disabled person from being a liberal, rights-bearing subject. What’s “left of queer” might take into
account such assemblages of care work and caring that underwrite the supplementary relations of disability and debility, recognizing their political
value as they shift “both individual and social futures out of the linear progression from one generation to the next, meaning that not all futures are
reproductive futures.”

Notably, Crosby and Jakobsen’s analysis illustrates that there is no proper subject of debility. In fact, debility does not presume a subject.]7
Instead, it exposes the material and affective processes that operate within social relations of labor and care across different spaces and regions
that work to interrogate various exceptionalisms. As such, debility flinctions as the sublated third term that secures the binary of
nondisabled/disabled, the latter being the traditional liberal model that produces the recognizable disabled subject of political rights and
representation. (This dynamic is not dissimilar to how indigeneity and trans might also be resignified in queer theory through an expanded
subjectless critique, as we elaborate below.) At the same time, Crosby and Jakobsen are queer Marxist theorists who are rarely if ever are
mterpellated as such. Their trenchant analyses of political economy are often subsumed in queer studies, subjected to the false dichotomy analyzed
by Liu. In this regard, we might characterize both Liu’s and Crosby and Jakobsen’s contributions as expanding approaches to queer theory and

Marxism: for both, queer Marxism is not just a possibility but a necessity.18

In her contribution to this special issue, “What’s Normative Got to Do with It? Toward Indigenous Queer Relationality,” Jodi A. Byrd brings yet
another valence to subjectless critique by drawing attention to the paradoxical (im)materiality of the ground—the dispossession of land that
facilitates not only the emergence of the settler colonial state but also the grounds for the figuration of political subjects of representation. For
Indigenous studies, subjectless critique is not a form of speculative theorization. The erasure of indigeneity is the condition of possibility for the
nation-state and liberal representation to emerge, pointing to the limits of subjectless critique as traditionally understood in queer studies and its
politics of normalization. On the one hand, “a globally situated subjectless queer studies . . . could offer sustained engagements with gender and
sexuality, as both are constituted intersectionally at the site of race, empire, diaspora, militarism, and colonialism” On the other hand, that lack of
fixity is “still and importantly grounded through the ongoing dispossession of Indigenous lands.” Indeed, Byrd observes, “multiplicity in the
nonalignment of bodies, anatomy, desire, pleasure, and identity runs the risk of asserting Indigenous difference as the very ground that both
reproduces and then defies the binaries of settler genders.” The queer subject needs not only its non- Western others (as Liu argues), but also its
Indigenous others within to maintain the cultural variability that makes possible the “repetition with a difference’ that has come to define gender

performativity.

Like debility, indigeneity can be approached not as a subject or object at all. Rather, it can be seen as an occluded third term haunting the process
and production of Native-settler identities, a binary that presumes the annihilation of Native populations while securing more recognizable racial
dichotomies such as Black-white and gendered dichotomies such as heterosexual-homosexual. Simultaneously, it also erases histories of Black-

Native relations and corrnningling19 Indigenous alterity, Byrd writes, “does not and is not matter precisely because colonization stripped the
ground from beneath our feet.” Whether construed as land, as base, as territory, as wellness, or as center, the curious object of ground “persists as
a guiding principle for decolonization, but it also becomes the locating authorization for clains, for meaning, for rightness, and for identity,
subjectless or not.”

Insofar as subjectless critique in Indigenous studies falls outside the representational orbit of individual rights or the normative pull of state
sovereignty, insofar as it is precisely the stolen ground on which settler subjects appear as Native objects disappear, Byrd demonstrates that
ground itself operates as a complex actor, an amalgamation of agency, materiality, and metaphor in a biopolitics of dispossession. Hence,
Indigenous bodies are best understood, borrowing from Audra Simpson, as “political orders,” rather than capitalist orders embodying labor, or the

gendered logics that secure ﬂ1em20 The materiality of Indigenous bodies “is not individual, or necessarily even gendered. Instead, it is relationally
collective; what matters are the land and the alternative governance structures that the Indigenous collectivity signifies.”

Here, the materiality of the Indigenous body as political différance to settler colonial governance also threatens to ground a Native identity politics
as a “pure decolonial and antiracist alternative.” Rather than this purity of political positioning, “‘what is left of queer,” Byrd asks, “if the normative is
no longer something to critique but to champion?”” The (im)materiality of the Indigenous body as the ground through which belonging and being are
rendered, critiqued, and transformed must be sustained with continued vigilance, returning us to Liu’s insight about queer Marxism: “If the concept
of the material has once provided the negative space against which queer theory developed its most influential arguments, this dialectical relation
also means that material has functioned as queer theory’s constitutive outside, a sign of its incompletion that preserves its radically anticipatory and
anti-identitarian nature.” If Indigenous bodies matter as the embodiment of land, Byrd asks, then “how might we understand gender and sexuality,
property and territoriality, consent and freedom differently if the land itselfis the source of fluidity, authority, and groundedness outside the means
of (re)production?” Byrd’s article reminds us that precarious populations in the global South are not the only foils for the rights-bearing liberal
subject. Rather, histories of settler colonialism in the United States and other nation-states of the global North are critical to the proliferation of
rights discourses on the global stage.

Our final contribution to this special issue, the “Thinking with Trans Now” roundtable convened by Aren Z. Aizura, brings us to our third key term
of investigation, ¢rans, and its politics and processes of triangulation and precarity. The roundtable includes trans studies scholars froma broad

range of institutions and locations: Marquis Bey, Toby Beauchamp, Treva Ellison, Jules Gill-Peterson, and Eliza S‘[einbock.21 Opening with an
acknowledgment of “the frankly brutal conditions of trans intellectual production,” Aizura observes that “some of the most important trans and



nonbinary thinkers right now are contingently employed or unemployed,” flagging the material conditions and possibilities for knowledge
production.

In these uneven conditions, subjectless critique is central to a trans studies project that does not so much presume as produce a subject of and for
trans. This subject is constituted through heightened attention to a corporeality that has brought new vectors of materialism and matters of gender
and sex to queer studies, without reducing trans to essentialized bodies. As Gill-Peterson notes, “One of the important differences between queer
and trans studies has been around the insistence of the material.” Yet it is also the case that “the field of the material has widened to include a rich
scale of matter in recent years.” The production of normative gender not only presumes a transgendered body with a material specificity that marks
it as different from a normatively gendered body, it also, as Gayle Salamon has suggested, “relies on a disjunction between the “felt sense’ of the
body and the body’s corporeal contours™—a turn to the biopolitics of feeling that marks a historical shift from identity to assemblage, whole to

part, from passing to piecing22 Gill-Peterson observes in the same vein,

It is tempting to construe trans studies’ preoccupation with materiality—especially bodily materiality—as a corrective to queer
theory’s abstractions. That would overread the separateness of the two fields, including a mis-recognition of their entangled histories.
At the same time, though, queer theory’s long-standing figuration of transness and trans people as the apotheosis of gender’s internal
trouble has reenacted that corrective narrative within queer theory itself.

Here, it is important to note that the assumed fissures between Marxism and queer theory problematized by Liu and by Crosby and Jakobsen also
contribute to this perception of queer theory’s absent materialities.

The roundtable discussants observe that trans discourages any particular alignment of sex-as-anatomy and gender-as-role, any predetermined
relationship between orientation and object, any reduction of pleasure to genitalia as the primary site of erogenous activity and reproduction,
allowing more nuanced conversations regarding the specificities and proliferation of trans materialities that both contribute to and depart from queer
theory. Trans refuses the thought that genitalia, or “legible’” bodily components, are what defines one’s gender, or that normative state definitions
can enforce or erase one’s sense of self. Instead, trans is a “red-hot zone of ontological uncertainty,” in Steinbock’s description. The body
possesses an irreducible material existence that cannot be explained away as a construction of discourse, a view that has marked many if not most
poststructuralist approaches in queer theory.

Trans from this perspective might be characterized as the “return of the real” in relation to the (Lacanian) dialectics of symbolic imaginary, a shift
from linguistic and cultural norms (discourse) that are said to animate the emergence and evolution of queer theory. Yet it simultaneously engenders
a sustained critical interrogation of which materialities matter, the shifting status of the phenomenological body, insistent questions of being and
becoming—indeed, the breakdown of gender binaries altogether. From this perspective, like indigeneity and debility, trans is an occluded third
term that lends discursive consistency to politicized binaries of identity and recognition. In Bey’s account, trans should be less invested in “tarrying
with the debates around antinormativity that have taken place in queer theory and more with elaborating nonnormativity: a ‘decline to state,” a
sliding away from determinacy that many of us are familiar with in daily life.” This trans reformulation of materiality moves us beyond skin and
bones, beyond abstracted notions of trans ideality to questions of lived experience, a “processual materialization that displaces lived experience for
livability.”

That said, we also note that, akin to disability advocacy in some policy arenas, trans politics can also produce essentialized identities and regnant
identity politics in our contemporary moment, including debates about transitioning and detransitioning and, perhaps most significant, calling out of
cisgender identity without sufficient recognition of its racial valences, its proprietary white, middle-class privileges, or its relation to histories and

futures of racial capitalism23 For instance, trans medicine and law in the twentieth century has, as Aizura argues, “produced a trans-gender
whiteness we contend with now as a racialized biopolitical sorting of populations into recognizable and mvisible, life to be fostered and life that is
disposable.”

Here, it seens especially important to highlight how trans is the very contestation of these sortings through the field’s embracing of bio-political
thought to deconstruct trans corporealities in terms of /dividual capacities. Systematically exploring how bodies and body parts are broken down,
pieced together, and reanimated for labor under neoliberal mandates, trans studies allows us to apprehend how bodies are inserted into national
economnies in the service of maximizing production. How might we extend trans as a normative discourse of identity and identity politics to analyze
sociolegal mandates of transitional justice and transitional economies accompanying decolonization and globalization in the global South? How

might we understand the politics of visibility and transition on both the scale of the sovereign individual and that of the sovereign nation- state?24 In
short, in its heightened attention to the politics of materiality on various scales, trans can also be the most deconstructive and the most resistant to
identity claims, making way for a host of radical possibilities of sex to transform assumed relations to gender, the matter of the sexed body, sexual
orientation, and political economies of North and South.

The Queer Art of Not Being Governed: Toward an Objectless Critique

In loosening queer theory’s attachment to the sexual subject, we are not dismissing the subject or its variations. Rather, we hope to ask what sub-
lated, repressed, or otherwise disappeared material conditions and terms are necessary to produce subjects for and states of political
representation. To bring “Left of Queer” more fully into conversation with biopolitical materialisms on populations and /dividuals that many of
these essays explore, we propose that subjectless critique, which continues to rely on traditional subject-object distinctions, might be expanded to
encompass what we are calling an emergent “objectless critique.”

By objectless critique we mean to consider the parallel ways that queer theory has often posited a number of not just “proper” subjects but
“proper” objects of study for the field. For example, the nation-state, sexuality, the sexed body, race and sex, and liberal governance also need to
be interrogated for their various exceptionalisms as well as presumed methods. What constitutes a proper object or method for the field, therefore,



cannot be taken for granted. Here, we heed Rosenberg’s compelling account of the fetishization of objects prevalent in the recent literature arguing

for a formulation of “new nrlaterialisnrs.”25 Rosenberg argues that the recent uptake of object-oriented ontology, speculative realism, and variants of
affect theory fetishize and transform nonhuman objects into new subject positions. For instance, are algorithis that drive racial profiling, machine
learning, campus alert systems, and armed responses under regimes of security and securitization objects or subjects of the state and corporation?
Where do we place action and agency in such formulations?

Objectless critique thus focuses on the biopolitics of objects, objects that may also complicate life and death binaries by asking, as Elizabeth

Povinelli does in Geontologies: A Requiem to Late Liberalism, what is lif¢ in relation not to death but rather to non]ife‘?26 This shift from
life/death to life/nonlife problematizes human/inhuman assumptions that are prevalent in the field of queer studies as elsewhere. It turns our critical

attention to the problem of “animacy” that Mel Chen has provocatively explored.27 How do comparative states of animation adhere to both
subjects and objects not as dead or alive but rather in relative states of lif¢ and nonlife, of animation and de-animation? How do they underpin the
biopolitical sorting of populations and problens of life and existence?

More specifically, Povinelli, from the vantage of Aboriginal commumities in Australia, schematizes Indigenous cosmologies that do not produce
sovereign subjects or states but rather illuminate the erasures that make biopolitics available as a liberal, humanist mechanism of governance.
Without denying the global span of Indigenous difference, her provocation leads us to pose our concluding thoughts in this speculative manner:
Which queer subjects are being deployed for the biopolitics of not just life and death but of life and nonlife? And nversely, which queer objects are
being deployed for biopolitics of not just life and death but of life and nonlife? The shift to a life/nonlife nvestigation forces a reconsideration of
reproductive futurisms in relation to capacities of regeneration: how are objects that are designated nonlife reappropriated, reanimated, and
recalibrated as new subjects for surveillance and governance?

To return to Byrd’s insights on “‘ground” as one material object for a biopolitical ordering, how might we rethink how objects come to be
recognized? How might we understand the status of animated objects such as the ground and their proximities to life and nonlife? How, as Byrd
asks, “might we understand gender and sexuality, property and territoriality, consent and freedom differently if the land itself'is the source of
fluidity, authority, and groundedness outside the means of (re)production?”” Alternately, she ponders,

What if; instead of normalizing the queer within recovered Indigenous grounded normativities as a sign of Indigenous liberalism,
Indigenous studies followed radical queer strategies to refuse legibility outright through the matrices of sovereignty and its norms,
statehood and its recognitions, subjectivity and its rights, gender and its performances to assert instead the possibilities that emerge
when the normative is resisted in each and all of those vectors?

From another perspective, this special issue highlights the (sub-lated) “object’>—the occluded third term—that is productively effaced, at the
threshold of what can be known, but one that produces a legible subject and identity for political rights and representation. The production of
binary subjects and identities through third terms such as trans, debility, indigeneity, and animacy foreground the reproduction of the relations of
production over the traditional focus on social inclusion and exclusion that constitutes political subject formation under liberalism While these third
ters are not elided in an equivalent manner, they do operate in supplementary ways and through relations crucial to the production of proper
subjects and objects of liberal politics. Stated differently, it may be that queer and trans populations cannot not want formal legal equality and that
they adamantly oppose the administration of gender in all its binary forms deployed in the service of security and empire. Nonetheless, we might
consider Bey’s provocative recommendation that a new trans studies—and, we would add, objectless critique—assert “the imperative to consider
the impossible possibility of inhabiting sociality, of relating to others, on nonsubjective grounds, on grounds that allow for subjectivity without being
subjected—in other words, transsubjectivity, parasubjectivity, being and becoming that arise precisely in the extent to which we elude tenets of
subjective legibility.”

Finally, the occlusions of homonationalism in the name of rights and representation compel us to ask whether the nation-state—and attendant
notions of democracy, citizenship, and capital—provides the most appropriate frame for queer theory and queer self-narration today. In an early
critique of homonationalism, Scott Morgensen noted that any engagement with its problematic and its terms participates in the production of queer
settler subjectivities that debate with-or-against investments in state sovereignty, thus highlighting the need for subjectless critique specifically on

Indigenous terrrrs.28 Putting queer theory together with geopolitics draws attention to the exhaustion of the (democratic) state, the impossibility of
(nonviolent) sovereignty, and the ruse of the (liberal) individual. These are the political impasses of identity and identity politics, and the critical
opportunities of left of queer on the global stage today.

In a recent essay on the connections between Ferguson and Gaza, Fred Moten hails the exhaustion of the state solution as the binding materiality of
solidarity. The “new, co-constituting assemblage of Ferguson, Gaza,” Moten asserts, “requires us to ask what it would mean to recognize, but also
to embrace and enact, the exhaustion of the state solution. We give life to the state solution when we breathe air into the dead language of lives and

bodies.”29 ‘What leads to this exhaustion of the state solution, what are the conditions of possibility and impasse that give rise, support, and afford
what J. Kehaulani Kauanui and other Indigenous scholars and activists term the “no-state solution™”" In the context of occupation, Palestinian

scholar and activist Rana Barakat asks, “What nation-state has the right to exist?”31 ‘We note that this is #/e question that orients Indigenous
studies, and it is one that has been haunting queerness for some time. If fully hailed, it can fruitfully guide the next iterations of queer theorizing—

orienting new approaches to what’s left of' queer.32 We might consider a form of queer studies that, in embracing subjectless and objectless
critique, materialisims, and challenges to geopolitical exceptionalisis, is the kernel of an antinational, nonnational, and no-state queer theory

. . 3
oriented to the art, to borrow a concept from James C. Scott, “of not being governed.”3

We thank the Social Text collective for their extensive feedback on this special issue, especially Jayna Brown, Marie Buck, and David Sartorius.



We also thank Aren Aizura, Zahid Chaudhary, Ed Cohen, Julie Livingston, Camille Robcis, Jordy Rosen-berg, Teemu Ruskola, and Josie Saldafia
for their very useful comments on the introduction. Finally, we are enormously grateful to Eng-Beng Lim and Tavia Nyong’o for their incisive
afterword to this special issue.

4

‘We borrow this particular formulation from Snorton, Black on Both Sides, and note that Black queer and feminist elaborations of these myriad
arrangements of race and sex have been pivotal to formulations of subjectless critique, for example Hortense Spillers’s discussion of “‘ungendering”
in “Mama’s Baby and Papa’s Maybe,” which is the basis of Snorton’s discussion of fungibility and fugitivity. In addition, Sylvia Wynter’s taking up
of the parameters of the human in “Unsettling the Coloniality of Being/Power/Truth/Freedom’” is another crucial contribution to subjectless critique.
9

See Hochberg, “Queer Politics and the Question of Palestine/Israel”; Justice, Rifkin, and Schneider, “Sexuality, Nationality, Indigeneity”’; Allen,
“Black Queer Diaspora”; Aizura et al., “Decolonizing the Transgender Imaginary”; Arondekar and Patel, “Area Impossible™; Luciano and Chen,
“Queer Inhumanisis™; and Garriga-Lopez et al., “Trans Studies in las Americas.”

10

We follow Dipesh Chakrabarty in Provincializing Europe, where he questions the centrality, indeed, the exceptionalizing, of Europe to the
construction of modernity. For a project similar in intent that provincializes US queer theories on temporality from the vantage of the postcolony,
see Rao, Out of Time.

18
See also Day, Alien Capital, for a succinct formulation of a field and approach called “queer Marxism.”
28

In Spaces between Us, Morgensen argues that the biopolitics of settler colonialism conditions the possibility for modern queer subjectivity and
politics.
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Queering the Occupation: From Zionist Sexual Politics to Palestinian Decolonial-Queer Imaginaries This dissertation addresses a gap between the
existing critical theoretical frameworks that discuss the role of gender and sexuality in the context of Isracl/Palestine (and elsewhere) and what it
calls Palestinian anticolonial-queer critiques. Such critiques emerge firom Palestinian queer communities and offer novel perspectives on the
Israel/Palestine crisis. First, Queering the Occupation examines the role of sexual politics in Israel’s Zionist project by looking at what I call the
“itineraries” of Israel’s gay and lesbian movement from the late 1980s until the present; how gay rights and gay lif¢ in Israel’s Brand Israel
campaign are employed; and at how the gay tourism industry impacts Israel’s image globally. Second, it examines critical and liberal responses to
Israel’s use of sexuality and gender in its branding efforts. More specifically, it studies how these responses determine the conditions of possibility
for political action, and the political imagnation in and about Israel/Palestine in the present. It does so by exploring the debates within scholarly,
media, and activist contexts in Israel/Palestine, North America, and Europe, which discuss the Israeli state’s uses of sexual politics. Last, it engages
with Palestinian anticolonial-queer critiques and decolonial-queer space-making practices, foregrounding novel conceptual understandings of the
Israel/Palestine context that are located outside conventional parameters, which thus far failed to bring social justice to that context. Queering the
Occupation begins with a Prologue where I present the context from within which this project emerged and position myself within it. In the
Introduction , I lay out the theoretical and interdisciplinary fields within which Queering the Occupation is situated. I begin with a short overview of
the historical occurrences, contexts, and theoretical debates relevant to this dissertation. I then proceed with a discussion of the analytics I employ
and elaborate on the specific focus on sexual politics and settler colonialism. Afterwards, I discuss the methodological approaches and the main
questions of this project, which are, how to respond to Palestinian anticolonial- queer calls for social justice?; and how to listen differently to
Palestinian anticolonial-queer critiques? The entanglements between sexual politics and Zionist settler colonialism are the key concerns of the first
three chapters of Queering the Occupation. Chapter One: “From the Closet into the Knesset:”” Zionist Sexual Politics and the Form ation of Settler
Subjectivity examines Zionist sexual politics as a particular mode of settler colonial subject making. It analyzes how the inclusion of Israeli gays and
lesbians mto the state Summary 189 constitutes, inscribes, and obscures the colonization of Palestine and Palestinians. The itinerary of Israel’s gay
movenment is juxtaposed with Zionist discourses in a discussion of popular, academic, and activist representations of the gay movement that shows
how the Zionist project becomes articulated on novel terms. Chapter Tw o: Pinkw ashing and the Lim its of the Political Im agnation nvestigates
Israel’s pinkwashing campaign. Pinkwashing describes the Israeli state’s uses of gay rights and gay life to divert attention from the occupation of
Palestinian lands and the ongoing human rights violations. I look at pinkwashing as a problem for political thought and action, as well as for the
political imagmation, in the context of Israel/Palestine. In my discursive and visual analysis of Israel’s pinkwashing campaign, I suggest that
pinkwashing consolidates the global geopolitical divisions between “liberal” and “illiberal” states. I move beyond a critique of pinkwashing’s
deployment of liberal tropes and values that brand Israel as a liberal nation-state through its instatement of gay rights and ask how is pinkwashing
emblematic of how the spatio-temporal project of liberalism structures the conditions of possibility for political thought and action today? Chapter
Three: Zionist Itineraries and the Gay Tourism Industry is based on research conducted in Jerusalem in the winter of2015. I look at the ways in
which gay tourism itineraries and visual narratives function within/as a cultural archive of Zionism, which houses and (re)constructs particular
bodies, desires, and national and international intelligibilities that can then be consumed by the gay masses in the Global North. It shows how
Israel’s gay tourism campaign draws on and constitutes a particular sight/site of Israel/Palestine by foreclosing others. It begins by scrutinizing
prominent itineraries of gay travel agencies and then analyzes the ways in which the gay tourism industry promotes Israel through visual
representations. This chapter scrutinizes the ideological undercurrents of gay tourism by considering the value of the gay tourism industry for
Israel’s image abroad. In the second part of the project, I closely examine responses to Israel’s pinkwashing campaign with a particular attention
to the role that Palestinian anticolonial-queer critiques play in pursuing social justice and a different kind of future for Israel/Palestine. Chapter Four:
Tow ards Other Scenes of Speaking: Listening to Palestinian Anticolonial-Queer Critique is concerned with questions of what becomes audible as
a Palestinian anticolonial-queer critique?; what does it demand of the listener?; and, what other scenes of speaking become visible when one
engages with Palestinian anticolonial- queer critique? Reading responses to Palestinian anticolonial-queer critiques alongside theoretical
elaborations by Saba Mahmood on the temporality of critique in mnority- Summary 190 majority relations, Dina Al-Kassim on rebellious speech
and the literary rant, and Jean- Francois Lyotard on the concept of the differend, this chapter seeks to understand how Palestinian anticolonial-
queer critiques continue to encounter different(ial) modes of intransigence to their calls for justice and what this means for thinking about



representation, injury, injustice, temporality, and political action regarding Israel/Palestine. Chapter Five: W hat H appens W hen It Is Not About
Gay Rights? looks into the global circulation of gay rights discourses within the context of the “war on terror”” and Israel-Palestinian relations. It
specifically discusses how Palestinian anticolonial-queer critiques engage — or rather refuse to engage — gay rights discourse. It provocatively asks,
what happens when it is not about gay rights? This chapter suspends the notions of equality that gay rights purport to offer. Instead, I ask how
Palestinian anticolonial-queer critiques dismantle the fantasy that gay rights operate independently from systems of subjugation and control,
particularly within Israel’s settler colonial present context. What other conditions of possibility for responding to the ongoing catastrophe of
Palestine open up when the desire to resort to liberal legal paradigims is unsettled? In the last chapter, Chapter Six: Queer Visions for Unsettling the
Settler State: An Engagem ent w ith Palestinian Decolonial-Queer Space-M aking, I take up José Esteban Mufioz’s proposal to imagine queer
futurity and propose a decolonial-queer lens for doing so. I move fiom anticolonial-queer critique I turn to Palestinian decolonial- queer space-
making practices by engaging Katherine McKittrick’s re-reading of Sylvia Wynter’s call for “more humanly workable geographies” in her book
Demonic Grounds: Black Women and the Cartographies of Struggle (2006). Here, I deliberately shift the frame of analysis from anticolonial-queer
critiques to decolonial-queer space-making practices. The chapter shows how decolonial-queer frameworks operate not only against, but also
alongside and beyond settler spatio-temporalities, proselytizing a time when the anticolonial is no longer be necessary. Attending to a particular
space created by the Palestinian queer movement during the World Social Forum: Free Palestine in Porto Alegre, Brazil in 2012, T examine how it
created a space for other intelligibilities to be lived, felt, and heard that — as spatial practice — embody a freedomnot yet to come. The ongoing and
further escalation of the catastrophe of Palestine warrants the absence of a conclusion, a misleading indication of a point of closure. Instead, and
perhaps more appropriately, Queering the Occupation provides an Epilogue that captures the hopes for a more just future this dissertation aspires
to contribute to working toward. Summary 191 Samenvatting — Bezetting Gequeerd: Van Zionistische Seksualiteitspolitiek naar Palestijnse
Dekoloniale-Queer Verbeelding Dit proefschrift bestudeert een kloof tussen bestaande kritisch-theoretische kaders die de rol van gender en
seksualiteit in de context van Israél/Palestina (en elders) bestuderen en wat in het proefSchrift Palestijnse antikoloniale-queer kritiek wordt
genoemd. Deze antikoloniale- queer kritiek wordt geformuleerd door de Palestijnse queergemeenschap en biedt nieuwe perspectieven voor het
kijken naar de Israél/Palestina crisis. Ten eerste bestudeert Queering the Occupation de rol van de seksualiteitspolitiek in Israél’s Zionistische
vestigingsproject door te kijken naar de ontwikkeling van Israéls homo- en lesbibeweging van laat 1980 tot heden; Israéls gebruikmaking van een
homorechtendiscours in haar Brand Israel campagne; en de impact van het homotoerisime op Israéls internationale imago. Ten tweede bestudeert
dit proefschrift de kritische en liberale reacties op Israéls gebruk van seksualiteit en gender in haar Brand Israel campagne. Specifiek analyseert
het hoe deze reacties de voorwaarden voor de mogelijkheid van politiek actie en politicke verbeelding in en over Israél/Palestina beinvioedt. Het
proefschrift analyseert academische, journalistieke en activistische debatten waarin het gebruk van seksualiteitspolitiek door de Israélische aan bod
kont. Tot slot onderzoekt dit proefschrift hoe de dekoloniale-queer ruimtes en antikoloniale-queer kritiek gecreéerd door de Palestijnse
queerbeweging nieuwe conceptuele ingangspunten biedt om te kijken naar Israél/Palestina. Deze ingangspunten gaan voorbij aan de conventionele
kaders waarin de crisis vandaag de dag beschouwd wordt. Ik begin Queering the Occupation met een Proloog waarin ik de context beschrijf voor
het idee voor dit proefschrift. Hierin zal ik mijzelf en mijn rol verder situeren. In de Introductie beschrijf ik de theoretische en interdisciplinaire
kaders van dit onderzoek. Ik begin met een korte beschrijving van de historische voorvallen, context en theoretische debatten die in dit proefschrift
centraal staan. Hierna bespreek ik de analytische kaders van dit project. Ik bespreek specifick de termen “seksualiteitspolitiek”™ en
“vestigingskolonialisme.” Tot slot beschrijf k de methodologische aanpak met de nadruk op de vraag: Hoe te reageren op Palestijnse
antikoloniale-queer oproepen tot sociale rechtvaardigheid en hoe anders te luisteren naar Palestijnse antikoloniale-queer kritiek? De relatie tussen
seksualiteitspolitick en het Zionistisch vestigingskolonialisme komt in de eerste drie hoofdstukken van Queering the Occupation aan bod.
Hoofdstuk Een: “From the Closet into the Knesset:”Zionist Sexual Politics and the Formation of Settler Subjectivity Samenvatting 192 bestudeert
de rol van de Zionistische seksualiteitspolitiek als een specifieke vorm van vestigingskoloniale (settler colonial) subjectformatie. Het bestudeert de
inclusie van Israélische homo’s en lesbiennes in de Israélische staat en beargumenteert dat die inclusie slechts ontstaan kan wanneer de kolonisatie
van Palestina en de Palestijnen als constitutieve buiten fungeert. Door de emancipatieweg van de Israélische homobeweging naast die van
historische en contemporaine Zionistische discoursen te plaatsen, bestudeert dit hoofdstuk hoe het Zionistisch project in nieuwe termen wordt
geformuleerd. Hoofdstuk Twee: Pinkwashing and the Limits of the Political Imagination bestudeert Israel’s pinkwashing campagne. De term
“pinkwashing”” beschrijft hoe de Israglische staat homorechtendiscoursen inzet om de aandacht af'te leiden van Isra€ls bezetting van Palestijnse
gebieden en de voortdurende mensenrechtenschendingen. Het hoofdstuk onderzoekt hoe pinkwashing het politiek denken, politicke actie en de
politicke verbeelding in de context van Israel/Palestina beinvloedt en beperkt. Door een discursieve en visuele analyse van Israéls pinkwashing
campagne suggereert het hoofdstuk dat pinkwashing de geopoliticke, globale tweespalt tussen “liberale” en “illiberale” staten versterkt. Het
hoofdstuk gaat hiermee verder dan simpelweg een kritiek op pinkwashing’s gebruik van liberale normen en waarden die Isra€l moeten omtoveren
tot een liberale natiestaat vanwege de bestaande homorechten. In plaats hiervan vraagt dit hoofdstuk: Op wat voor manieren is pinkwashing
symbolisch voor het liberalisme en de manier waarop politiek denken, actie en verbeelding hierin gestructureerd worden? Hoofdstuk Drie: Zionist
Itineraries and the Gay Tourism Industry is gebaseerd op onderzoek in Jeruzalem in de winter van 2015. Tk onderzoek de manieren waarop
reisbeschrijvingen (itineraries) en visuele representaties in de homotoerisme-industrie als een specifick Zionistisch cultureel archief fimgeren waarin
geracialiseerde en geseksualiseerde lichamen, verlangens en nationale en internationale standaarden consumeerbaar worden gemaakt voor
westerse homotoeristen. Het hoofdstuk toont aan hoe Israéls campagne voor homotoerisme een bepaald beeld van Israél schetst terwijl het de
geopoliticke realiteit ontkent en verhult. Tk analyseer prominente reisbeschrijvingen van reisbureaus, gevolgd door een bespreking van de visuele
representatie van Israél die de homotoerisme-industrie promoot. Door de waarde van het homotoerisme voor Israéls internationale imago te
onderzoeken, geeft dit hoofdstuk nzicht in de ideologische ondertoon van het homotoerisme. Het tweede deel van dit onderzoek gaat dieper in op
de reacties op Israéls pinkwashing campagne en specifick op de rol van Palestijnse antikoloniale-queer kritiek in het streven naar sociale
rechtvaardigheid en een andere toekomst voor Israél/Palestina. Samenvatting 193 Hoofdstuk Vier: Towards Other Scenes of Speaking: Listening
to Palestinian Anticolonial- Queer Critique gaat in op de vraag: wat wordt er verstaan onder Palestijnse antikoloniale- queer kritick? Wat vergt dit
van de luisteraar? En, hoe worden andere scenes van spreken (scenes of speaking) hoorbaar en zichtbaar door een engagement met Palestijnse
antikoloniale-queer kritiek? Tk bestudeer reacties op pinkwashing aan de hand van Saba Mahmood’s werk over de temporaliteit van kritiek in
minderheid-meerderheid relaties, Dina Al-Kassim’s uiteenzetting van opstandige spraak (rebellious speech) en de literaire tirade (literary rant) en
Jean-Francois Lyotard’s concept van de differend. In dit hoofdstuk onderzoek ik hoe Palestijnse antikoloniale-queer kritick en de bijbehorende
oproep tot sociale rechtvaardigheid structureel niet gehoord word en wat dit betekent voor het denken over representatie, pijn en trauma,
onrechtvaardigheid, temporaliteit en politicke actie in de context van Israél/Palestina. Hoofdstuk Vijf: What Happens When It Is Not About Gay



Rights? onderzoekt de wereldwijde circulatie van homorechtendiscoursen in de context van de “war on terror” en Israélisch-Palestijnse relaties.
Specifick bestudeert het de manieren waarop Palestijnse antikoloniale-queer kritieken zowel het gebruik van homorechtendiscoursen als
homorechten zelf bekritiseren. Het provoceert de vraag: Wat gebeurt er wanneer pinkwashing niet over homorechten gaat? Dit hoofdstuk schort
tijdelijk de vooronderstelling op dat homorechten per definitie meer gelijkheid brengen. In plaats daarvan bestudeert het hoe Palestijnse
antikoloniale-queer kritieken het idee ondermijnen dat homorechten onathankelijk van grotere systemen en structuren van onder ing en
ongelijkheid functioneren. Welke andere mogelijkheden om te reageren op de voortdurende catastrofe van Palestina worden mogelijk wanneer het
automatisch grijpen naar falende liberale juridische paradigma’s voor gerechtigheid geproblematiseerd wordt. In het laatste hoofdstuk, Hoofdstuk
Zes: Queer Visions for Unsettling the Settler State: An Engagement with Palestinian Decolonial Queer Space- Making, aanvaard ik José Esteban
Mufioz’s uitdaging om een “queer futurity”” of een queer andere wereld te verbeelden. Ik introduceer een dekoloniale-queer kijk om deze
verbeelding vorm te geven. Ik bespreek de manieren waarop de Palestijnse queerbeweging dekoloniale-queer ruimtes creéert. Ik doe dit aan de
aan hand van Katherine McKittrick’s herlezing van Sylvia Wynter’s oproep tot “meer menswaardig werkbare geografieén” (“more humanly
workable geographies”) in haar boek Demonic Grounds: Black Women and the Carthographies of Struggle (2006). Dit hoofdstuk toont aan hoe
dekoloniale-queer kaders niet alleen tegen maar ook naast vestigingskoloniale temporaliteit opereren. Deze kaders voorzien een tijd waarin het
antikoloniale niet langer noodzakelijk is. Door een analyse van de specificke Samenvatting 194 ruimtelijke praktijken van de Palestijnse
queerbeweging tijdens het World Social Forum: Free Palestine in Porto Alegre, Brazili€ in 2012, toont dit hoofdstuk aan hoe zulke praktijken de
mogelijkheden creéren voor andere verbeeldingen, levensvormen en relaties die ondanks structurele onrechtvaardigheid en onderdrukking geleefd,
gevoeld en gehoord worden. Zulke praktijken belichamen een vrijheid nog niet op konst. De voortdurende en alsmaar escalerende Israél/Palestina
crisis noodzaakt de afwezigheid van een conclusie. Queering the Occupation eindigt daarom met een Epiloog die de hoop voor een andere
toekomst verwoordt die ik met dit proefSchrift beoog, Samenvatting 195
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The Politics and Aesthetics of Decolonial Queering in Palestine

Abstract

The study of Palestinian queer politics has been either marginalized or approached through conceptual frameworks that overlook Israeli settler-
colonialism, and thus lack an engagement with grounded knowledge of Palestinian queerness. In response, this study examines the political activism
and aesthetic productions encountered in the queer political spaces and networks of alQaws for Sexual and Gender Diversity in Palestinian
Society. It adopts participant observation and interviewing methods in order to provide in-depth analyses and nuanced understanding of how
queerness and decolonization intersect and mutually inform each other in Palestine. Drawing on queer theorising and its interaction with
decolonising sexualities and ‘queer of colour” critiques, the study focuses on two main interrelated points: first, how queer Palestinian activism and
aesthetics challenge and critique Zionist hetero-colonialism, second, how they question current imaginings of Palestinian sovereignty, whose visions
for liberation continue to re-instantiate hetero-colonialism. The first part of the study demonstrates how alQaws’ frames of activism and aesthetics
productions — ranging from video, photography and performance art — entail the will to gaze back at Zionist hetero-colonialism. It examines how
they challenge the premise of the colonial ga(y)ze, as exemplified in the case of those Israeli narratives positing Israel as a modern, sexual
democracy in contrast to a backward, homophobic Palestinian society. The second part of the study explores the will to imagine otherwise in
Palestinian queerness by focusing on alQaws’ modus operandi and aesthetic productions, such as satirical images, performance art, fashion design
and queer narratives. It sheds light on how Palestinian queerness decolonizes from within, thus opening possibilities for imagining liberation beyond
the re-production of colonial gendered and/or geopolitical hierarchies. The study concludes by arguing for the importance of taking seriously the
work of alQaws, and the various queer aesthetics encountered within its spaces, as a site for mapping the intersectionality between queerness and
decolonisation. This remains a necessary task within settler-colonial contexts, such as Palestine, and other (post)colonial geographies where
sexuality and/or decolonisation is still a matter of considerable debate.
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Queering the Occupation: From Zionist Sexual Politics to Palestinian Decolonial-Queer Imaginaries This dissertation addresses a gap between the
existing critical theoretical frameworks that discuss the role of gender and sexuality in the context of Israel/Palestine (and elsewhere) and what it
calls Palestinian anticolonial-queer critiques. Such critiques emerge from Palestinian queer communities and offer novel perspectives on the
Israel/Palestine crisis. First, Queering the Occupation examines the role of sexual politics in Israel’s Zionist project by looking at what I call the
“itineraries” of Israel’s gay and lesbian movement from the late 1980s until the present; how gay rights and gay lif¢ in Israel’s Brand Israel
campaign are enployed; and at how the gay tourism industry impacts Israel’s image globally. Second, it examines critical and liberal responses to
Israel’s use of sexuality and gender in its branding efforts. More specifically, it studies how these responses determine the conditions of possibility
for political action, and the political imagination in and about Israel/Palestine in the present. It does so by exploring the debates within scholarly,
media, and activist contexts in Isracl/Palestine, North America, and Europe, which discuss the Israeli state’s uses of sexual politics. Last, it engages
with Palestinian anticolonial-queer critiques and decolonial-queer space-making practices, foregrounding novel conceptual understandings of the
Israel/Palestine context that are located outside conventional parameters, which thus far failed to bring social justice to that context. Queering the
Occupation begins with a Prologue where 1 present the context from within which this project emerged and position myself within it. In the
Introduction , I lay out the theoretical and interdisciplinary fields within which Queering the Occupation is situated. I begin with a short overview of
the historical occurrences, contexts, and theoretical debates relevant to this dissertation. I then proceed with a discussion of the analytics 1 employ
and elaborate on the specific focus on sexual politics and settler colonialism. Afterwards, I discuss the methodological approaches and the main



questions of this project, which are, how to respond to Palestinian anticolonial- queer calls for social justice?; and how to listen diferently to
Palestinian anticolonial-queer critiques? The entanglements between sexual politics and Zionist settler colonialism are the key concerns of the first
three chapters of Queering the Occupation. Chapter One: “From the Closet into the Knesset:”” Zionist Sexual Politics and the Form ation of Settler
Subjectivity examines Zionist sexual politics as a particular mode of settler colonial subject making, It analyzes how the inclusion of Israeli gays and
lesbians into the state Summary 189 constitutes, iscribes, and obscures the colonization of Palestine and Palestinians. The itinerary of Israel’s gay
movement is juxtaposed with Zionist discourses i a discussion of popular, academic, and activist representations of the gay movement that shows
how the Zionist project becomes articulated on novel terms. Chapter Tw o: Pinkw ashing and the Lim its of the Political Im agination investigates
Israel’s pinkwashing campaign. Pinkwashing describes the Israeli state’s uses of gay rights and gay life to divert attention from the occupation of
Palestinian lands and the ongoing human rights violations. I look at pinkwashing as a problem for political thought and action, as well as for the
political imagination, in the context of Israel/Palestine. In my discursive and visual analysis of Israel’s pinkwashing campaign, I suggest that
pinkwashing consolidates the global geopolitical divisions between “liberal” and “illiberal” states. I move beyond a critique of pinkwashing’s
deployment of liberal tropes and values that brand Israel as a liberal nation-state through its instatement of gay rights and ask how is pinkwashing
emblematic of how the spatio-temporal project of liberalism structures the conditions of possibility for political thought and action today? Chapter
Three: Zionist Itineraries and the Gay Tourism Industry is based on research conducted in Jerusalem in the winter of2015. I look at the ways in
which gay tourism itineraries and visual narratives function within/as a cultural archive of Zionism, which houses and (re)constructs particular
bodies, desires, and national and international intelligibilities that can then be consumed by the gay masses in the Global North. It shows how
Israel’s gay tourism campaign draws on and constitutes a particular sight/site of Israel/Palestine by foreclosing others. It begins by scrutinizing
prominent itineraries of gay travel agencies and then analyzes the ways in which the gay tourism industry promotes Israel through visual
representations. This chapter scrutinizes the ideological undercurrents of gay tourism by considering the value of the gay tourism industry for
Israel’s image abroad. In the second part of the project, I closely examine responses to Israel’s pinkwashing campaign with a particular attention
to the role that Palestinian anticolonial-queer critiques play in pursuing social justice and a different kind of future for Israel/Palestine. Chapter Four:
Tow ards Other Scenes of Speaking: Listening to Palestinian Anticolonial-Queer Critique is concerned with questions of what becomes audible as
a Palestinian anticolonial-queer critique?; what does it demand of the listener?; and, what other scenes of speaking become visible when one
engages with Palestinian anticolonial- queer critique? Reading responses to Palestinian anticolonial-queer critiques alongside theoretical
elaborations by Saba Mahmood on the temporality of critique in minority- Summary 190 majority relations, Dina Al-Kassim on rebellious speech
and the literary rant, and Jean- Francois Lyotard on the concept of the differend, this chapter seeks to understand how Palestinian anticolonial-
queer critiques continue to encounter different(ial) modes of intransigence to their calls for justice and what this means for thinking about
representation, injury, injustice, temporality, and political action regarding Israel/Palestine. Chapter Five: W hat H appens W hen It Is Not About
Gay Rights? looks into the global circulation of gay rights discourses within the context of the “war on terror’” and Israel-Palestinian relations. It
specifically discusses how Palestinian anticolonial-queer critiques engage — or rather refuse to engage — gay rights discourse. It provocatively asks,
what happens when it is not about gay rights? This chapter suspends the notions of equality that gay rights purport to offer. Instead, I ask how
Palestinian anticolonial-queer critiques dismantle the fantasy that gay rights operate independently from systems of subjugation and control,
particularly within Israel’s settler colonial present context. What other conditions of possibility for responding to the ongoing catastrophe of
Palestine open up when the desire to resort to liberal legal paradigns is unsettled? In the last chapter, Chapter Six: Queer Visions for Unsettling the
Settler State: An Engagem ent w ith Palestinian Decolonial-Queer Space-M aking, I take up Jos¢ Esteban Mufioz’s proposal to imagine queer
futurity and propose a decolonial-queer lens for doing so. I move from anticolonial-queer critique I turn to Palestinian decolonial- queer space-
making practices by engaging Katherine McKittrick’s re-reading of Sylvia Wynter’s call for “more humanly workable geographies” in her book
Demonic Grounds: Black Women and the Cartographies of Struggle (2006). Here, I deliberately shift the frame of analysis from anticolonial-queer
critiques to decolonial-queer space-making practices. The chapter shows how decolonial-queer frameworks operate not only against, but also
alongside and beyond settler spatio-temporalities, proselytizing a time when the anticolonial is no longer be necessary. Attending to a particular
space created by the Palestinian queer movement during the World Social Forum: Free Palestine in Porto Alegre, Brazil in 2012, I examine how it
created a space for other intelligibilities to be lived, felt, and heard that — as spatial practice — embody a freedomnot yet to come. The ongoing and
further escalation of the catastrophe of Palestine warrants the absence of a conclusion, a misleading indication of a point of closure. Instead, and
perhaps more appropriately, Queering the Occupation provides an Epilogue that captures the hopes for a more just future this dissertation aspires
to contribute to working toward. Summary 191 Samenvatting — Bezetting Gequeerd: Van Zionistische Seksualiteitspolitick naar Palestijnse
Dekoloniale-Queer Verbeelding Dit proefschrift bestudeert een kloof tussen bestaande kritisch-theoretische kaders die de rol van gender en
seksualiteit in de context van Israél/Palestina (en elders) bestuderen en wat in het proefschrift Palestijnse antikoloniale-queer kritiek wordt
genoemd. Deze antikoloniale- queer kritiek wordt geformuleerd door de Palestijnse queergemeenschap en biedt nieuwe perspectieven voor het
kijken naar de Isragl/Palestina crisis. Ten eerste bestudeert Queering the Occupation de rol van de seksualiteitspolitick in Israél’s Zionistische
vestigingsproject door te kijken naar de ontwikkeling van Israéls homo- en lesbibeweging van laat 1980 tot heden; Israéls gebruikmaking van een
homorechtendiscours in haar Brand Israel campagne; en de impact van het homotoerisime op Israéls internationale imago. Ten tweede bestudeert
dit proefschrift de kritische en liberale reacties op Israéls gebruik van seksualiteit en gender in haar Brand Israel campagne. Specifiek analyseert
het hoe deze reacties de voorwaarden voor de mogelijkheid van politiek actie en politicke verbeelding in en over Israél/Palestina beinvioedt. Het
proefSchrift analyseert academische, journalistieke en activistische debatten waarin het gebruik van seksualiteitspolitick door de Israélische aan bod
kont. Tot slot onderzoekt dit proefschrift hoe de dekoloniale-queer ruimtes en antikoloniale-queer kritiek gecreéerd door de Palestijnse
queerbeweging nieuwe conceptuele ingangspunten biedt om te kijken naar Isra&l/Palestina. Deze ingangspunten gaan voorbij aan de conventionele
kaders waarin de crisis vandaag de dag beschouwd wordt. Ik begin Queering the Occupation met een Proloog waarin ik de context beschrijf voor
het idee voor dit proefschrift. Hierin zal ik mijzelf en mijn rol verder situeren. In de Introductie beschrijf ik de theoretische en interdisciplinaire
kaders van dit onderzoek. Ik begin met een korte beschrijving van de historische voorvallen, context en theoretische debatten die in dit proefschrift
centraal staan. Hierna bespreek ik de analytische kaders van dit project. Ik bespreek specifick de termen “seksualiteitspolitiek” en
“vestigingskolonialisme.” Tot slot beschrijf k de methodologische aanpak met de nadruk op de vraag: Hoe te reageren op Palestijnse
antikoloniale-queer oproepen tot sociale rechtvaardigheid en hoe anders te luisteren naar Palestijnse antikoloniale-queer kritiek? De relatie tussen
seksualiteitspolitick en het Zionistisch vestigingskolonialisme komt in de eerste drie hoofdstukken van Queering the Occupation aan bod.
Hoofdstuk Een: “From the Closet into the Knesset:Zionist Sexual Politics and the Formation of Settler Subjectivity Samenvatting 192 bestudeert
de rol van de Zionistische seksualiteitspolitiek als een specifieke vorm van vestigingskoloniale (settler colonial) subjectformatie. Het bestudeert de



mnclusie van Israglische homo’s en lesbiennes in de Israélische staat en beargumenteert dat die inclusie slechts ontstaan kan wanneer de kolonisatie
van Palestina en de Palestijnen als constitutieve buiten flngeert. Door de emancipatieweg van de Israélische homobeweging naast die van
historische en contemporaine Zionistische discoursen te plaatsen, bestudeert dit hoofdstuk hoe het Zionistisch project in nieuwe termen wordt
geformuleerd. Hoofdstuk Twee: Pinkwashing and the Limits of the Political Imagination bestudeert Israel’s pinkwashing campagne. De term
“pinkwashing” beschrijft hoe de Israglische staat homorechtendiscoursen inzet om de aandacht af'te leiden van Isragls bezetting van Palestijnse
gebieden en de voortdurende mensenrechtenschendingen. Het hoofdstuk onderzoekt hoe pinkwashing het politiek denken, politicke actie en de
politicke verbeelding in de context van Israel/Palestina beinvloedt en beperkt. Door een discursieve en visuele analyse van Israéls pinkwashing
campagne suggereert het hoofdstuk dat pinkwashing de geopoliticke, globale tweespalt tussen “liberale” en “illiberale” staten versterkt. Het
hoofdstuk gaat hiermee verder dan simpelweg een kritick op pinkwashing’s gebruik van liberale normen en waarden die Israél moeten omtoveren
tot een liberale natiestaat vanwege de bestaande homorechten. In plaats hiervan vraagt dit hoofdstuk: Op wat voor manieren is pinkwashing
symbolisch voor het liberalisme en de manier waarop politiek denken, actie en verbeelding hierin gestructureerd worden? Hoofdstuk Drie: Zionist
Itineraries and the Gay Tourism Industry is gebaseerd op onderzoek in Jeruzalem in de winter van 2015. Tk onderzoek de manieren waarop
reisbeschrijvingen (itineraries) en visuele representaties in de homotoerisme-industrie als een specifiek Zionistisch cultureel archief fungeren waarin
geracialiseerde en geseksualiseerde lichamen, verlangens en nationale en internationale standaarden consumeerbaar worden gemaakt voor
westerse homotoeristen. Het hoofdstuk toont aan hoe Israéls campagne voor homotoerisme een bepaald beeld van Israél schetst terwijl het de
geopolitieke realiteit ontkent en verhult. Tk analyseer prominente reisbeschrijvingen van reisbureaus, gevolgd door een bespreking van de visuele
representatie van Israél die de homotoerisme-industrie promoot. Door de waarde van het homotoerisme voor Israéls internationale imago te
onderzoeken, geeft dit hoofdstuk inzicht in de ideologische ondertoon van het homotoerisime. Het tweede deel van dit onderzoek gaat dieper in op
de reacties op Israéls pinkwashing campagne en specifick op de rol van Palestijnse antikoloniale-queer kritiek in het streven naar sociale
rechtvaardigheid en een andere toekomst voor Israél/Palestina. Samenvatting 193 Hoofdstuk Vier: Towards Other Scenes of Speaking: Listening
to Palestinian Anticolonial- Queer Critique gaat in op de vraag: wat wordt er verstaan onder Palestijnse antikoloniale- queer kritiek? Wat vergt dit
van de luisteraar? En, hoe worden andere scenes van spreken (scenes of speaking) hoorbaar en zichtbaar door een engagement met Palestijnse
antikoloniale-queer kritiek? Tk bestudeer reacties op pinkwashing aan de hand van Saba Mahmood’s werk over de temporaliteit van kritiek in
minderheid-meerderheid relaties, Dina Al-Kassim’s uiteenzetting van opstandige spraak (rebellious speech) en de literaire tirade (literary rant) en
Jean-Francois Lyotard’s concept van de differend. In dit hoofdstuk onderzoek ik hoe Palestijnse antikoloniale-queer kritiek en de bijbehorende
oproep tot sociale rechtvaardigheid structureel niet gehoord word en wat dit betekent voor het denken over representatie, pijn en trauma,
onrechtvaardigheid, temporaliteit en politicke actie in de context van Israél/Palestina. Hoofdstuk Vijf: What Happens When It Is Not About Gay
Rights? onderzoekt de wereldwijde circulatie van homorechtendiscoursen in de context van de “war on terror” en Israélisch-Palestijnse relaties.
Specifiek bestudeert het de manieren waarop Palestijnse antikoloniale-queer kritieken zowel het gebruik van homorechtendiscoursen als
homorechten zelf bekritiseren. Het provoceert de vraag: Wat gebeurt er wanneer pinkwashing niet over homorechten gaat? Dit hoofdstuk schort
tijdelijk de vooronderstelling op dat homorechten per definitie meer gelijkheid brengen. In plaats daarvan bestudeert het hoe Palestijnse
antikoloniale-queer kritieken het idee ondermijnen dat homorechten onathankelijk van grotere systemen en structuren van onderdrukking en
ongelijkheid functioneren. Welke andere mogelijkheden om te reageren op de voortdurende catastrofe van Palestina worden mogelijk wanneer het
automatisch grijpen naar falende liberale juridische paradigma’s voor gerechtigheid geproblematiseerd wordt. In het laatste hoofdstuk, Hoofdstuk
Zes: Queer Visions for Unsettling the Settler State: An Engagement with Palestinian Decolonial- Queer Space- Making, aanvaard ik José Esteban
Murfioz’s uitdaging om een “queer futurity”” of een queer andere wereld te verbeelden. Ik introduceer een dekoloniale-queer kijk om deze
verbeelding vorm te geven. 1k bespreek de manieren waarop de Palestijnse queerbeweging dekoloniale-queer ruimtes creéert. Ik doe dit aan de
aan hand van Katherine McKittrick’s herlezing van Sylvia Wynter’s oproep tot “meer menswaardig werkbare geografieén” (“more humanly
workable geographies”) in haar boek Demonic Grounds: Black Women and the Carthographies of Struggle (2006). Dit hoofdstuk toont aan hoe
dekoloniale-queer kaders niet alleen tegen maar ook naast vestigingskoloniale temporaliteit opereren. Deze kaders voorzien een tijd waarin het
antikoloniale niet langer noodzakelijk is. Door een analyse van de specificke Samenvatting 194 ruimtelijke praktijken van de Palestijnse
queerbeweging tijdens het World Social Forum: Free Palestine in Porto Alegre, Brazili¢ in 2012, toont dit hoofdstuk aan hoe zulke praktijken de
mogelijkheden creéren voor andere verbeeldingen, levensvormen en relaties die ondanks structurele onrechtvaardigheid en onderdrukking geleefd,
gevoeld en gehoord worden. Zulke praktijken belichamen een vrijheid nog niet op konst. De voortdurende en alsmaar escalerende Israél/Palestina
crisis noodzaakt de afwezigheid van een conclusie. Queering the Occupation eindigt daarom met een Epiloog die de hoop voor een andere
toekomst verwoordt die ik met dit proefschrift beoog. Samenvatting 195

Hcrounuk:
https://www.academia.edu/78490936/Queering the occupation From zionist sexual politics to Palestinian decolonial queer imaginaries

Introduction: Left of Queer

“Left of Queer” examines historical and theoretical developments in the evolving field of queer studies since the 2005 Social Text special issue
“What’s Queer about Queer Studies Now?”’ In particular, it focuses on three themes: first, it explores the possibilities of an expanded subjectless
critique by interrogating not only the formative exclusions of queer studies but also the contingent material conditions through which “proper” queer
subjects and identities emerge today; second, it reexamines long-standing debates on materialism and the incommensurability of queer studies and
Marxisim; and, third, it provincializes strands of queer critique by investigating the institutionalization of queer studies as a subset of American
studies/US area studies. Throughout, it explores how emergent theoretical debates on debility, indigeneity, and trans revise and rework subjectless
critique, histories of materialism, and queer studies as American exceptionalism by examining how the sublation of these key terms produces,
manages, and animates new queer subjects for recognition in the political sphere.

queer theory, trans theory, subjectless critique and objectless critique, queer materialism, queer geopolitics

“Left of Queer” seeks to contextualize queer theoretical production since the 2005 publication of the Social Text special double issue “What’s
Queer about Queer Studies Now?” In that issue, editors Jack Halberstam, Jos¢ Esteban Mufioz, and David L. Eng sought to expand queer theory



to address issues of US empire, race, immigration, diaspora, militarization, surveillance, and related concerns in the wake of 9/11 and its political
aftermath. “A renewed queer studies,” the editors wrote, “insists on a broadened consideration of the late-twentieth-century global crises that have
configured historical relations among political economes, the geopolitics of war and terror, and national manifestations of sexual, racial, and

gendered hierarchies.”1

“What’s Queer about Queer Studies Now?”” focused, in no small part, on developing notions of “‘subjectless critique” with the purpose of
destabilizing both proper subjects and subject matters of queer theoretical inquiry. “That queerness remains open to a continuing critique of its
exclusionary operations has always been one of the field’s key theoretical and political promises,” the special issue editors argued. “What might be
called the ‘subjectless’ critique of queer studies disallows any positing of a proper subject of or object for the field by insisting that queer has no

fixed political referent.”2 Indeed, the value of subjectless critique lay in situating queerness as something that “can neither be decided on in advance
nor be depended on in the ﬁuture.”3

As put forward by the editors of “What’s Queer about Queer Studies Now?,” subjectless critique thus opened up space for a multiplicity of
subjects of and for queer representation and, equally important for the current special issue, their ongoing deconstruction. It insisted that queer ness
is produced within nuimerous identitarian regimes that undercut any singular or cohesive notion of the subject, any positing of primary origins. At the
same time, it drew heightened attention to geopolitical issues that were otherwise constituted as eccentric to the realm of queer theoretical inquiry.
Subjectless critique provided a means to renew queer studies through a dislodging of its sanctioned subjects and critical assumptions in favor of a
mobility of reference. Paradoxically, then, the 2005 special issue posited the reinvention of queerness as contingent on its potential obsolescence.

So what is left of queer now? In this special issue, we examine significant theoretical as well as historical developments since 2005. We focus on
three broad themes, which we discuss in turn. First, we revisit the potential utility of an expanded subjectless critique by interrogating not only the
formative exclusions of queer studies but also the contingent material conditions through which “proper” queer subjects and identities emerge in our
contemporary landscape. Second, we return to long-standing debates on materialism concerning the incommensurability of queer studies and
Marxism that arose in the early 1990s with the inception of the former field. Third, we trace strands of queer critique that lay bare the
mstitutionalization of queer studies as its own particular brand of US area studies. Relatedly, we explore how emergent theoretical debates in
debility, indigeneity, and trans revise and rework subjectless critique, histories of materialism, and queer studies as American exceptionalism,
pushing their critical scope and effects in new and unexpected directions. Indeed, as we argue further below, it is the sublation of these key “third
termrs,” debility, indigeneity, and trans, that produce, manage, and animate new queer subjects for recognition in the political sphere today.

To begin, while the interventions of subjectless critique in 2005 focused predominantly on the evolving subject of liberal rights and representation,
“Left of Queer” investigates a broader predication of the queer subject—the social structurations of queerness—to explore how subjects emerge
and cohere through geopolitical exceptionalisims that render the material conditions of their production opaque. What populations, and what
processes of relationality and sociality, are left out of this worlding? Although the field has not always deployed gueer in an entirely nonreferential
manner, the radical potential of queer critique has often turned on its analyses of gender and sex as “racial arrangements,” indexing complex

histories and contingent futures of racial capitalism4 “Left of Queer” continues these analyses by considering how the biopolitics of race and sex
function on a global scale to securitize and even militarize bodies and borders while touting the proliferation of diverse subjects of recognition as
liberal progress and advancement.

In the meantime, normative LGBTQ subjects in the West, as elsewhere, have been further incorporated into (neo)liberal regimes of rights and
recognition, of marriage and kinship, of markets and property, and as reproductive actors and agents of the state (in military service, for example),
often at extreme peril to racialized, immigrant, undocumented, immiserated, and dispossessed commumities. As homonormative and
homonationalist subjects continue to be interpellated into the logics of queer liberalism and pinkwashing today, these precarious groups are further

pathologized and ab.amdoned.5 These inclusions and exclusions speak to the morphing capacities of queerness, demonstrating that LGBTQ
alignments with nationalist and racist ideologies are in fact not aberrations but, rather, constitutive of a normative queer liberal rights project itself.

From this perspective, we offer the essays and roundtables comprising “Left of Queer” as detailed examinations of the undersides of queerness
and its nearly three decades of institutionalization. Today, queer studies is part and parcel of numerous fields and disciplines in the US academy,
most prominently queer literary studies, gay and lesbian history, and law and legal advocacy, among others. At the same time, this special issue is a
sampling of compelling scholarship—by no means exhaustive—exploring the evolution of geopolitical polarities, their conditions of production, and
their social and political effects.

Beyond subjectless critique, “Left of Queer” also revisits longstanding impasses between queer studies and Marxism concerning questions of
materiality. To be clear, as Jordy Rosenberg and Amy Villarejo note in a special GLQ issue on “Queer Studies and the Crises of Capitalism,”
Marxism and political-economic analysis have long been deployed in the foundational texts of the study of sexuality. Moreover, queer of color
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critique “ups the ante on traditional approaches to economic questions.”” Despite this, how have such impasses between queer studies and Marxist
theory come to be, and how have these impasses effectively truncated potential clains for alternative conceptualizations of materialism, whether in
terms of the economiic, empirical, or corporeal?

How, for example, does queer studies rethink traditional divisions between labor and care, and public and private, under neoliberal pressures and
regimes of austerity? This question necessitates a turn to the global in order to consider how queer studies and area studies might supplement each

other.7 Moreover, the emergence of new materialisis, object-oriented ontology, and affect studies has reinvigorated debates about which
materialities matter and how they matter under biopolitical regimes of discipline and control. In turn, what do these bodies of scholarship bring to
queer studies today, and how do they rework our understandings of value, epistemology, and ontology—of subject/object distinctions thenselves?



Finally, to the extent that queer studies has become its own particular form of US area studies—one that takes American exceptionalisiy, its
political economy and popular culture, as its unspoken premise—it is necessary to expand our queer archive to consider historical experiences
outside the global North written in languages other than English. As an uninterrogated and unmarked version of American studies, queer studies
determines what archives in the global South are legible and, indeed, matter. For instance, what are the recognizable forms of sexual mjury and
wounded attachments that animate normative politics of queer resistance distinct from the endemic sexual violence of what scholars such as Puar

and Maya Mikdashi have labeled “permanent war’” in the Middle Eas‘[?8 How do we interrupt conventional debates in queer theory as well as
disrupt area studies as fetishized knowledge?

Since 2005, numerous collections and special issues have broadened the sustained exploration of the operations of queer as well as trans na
global frame and, in particular, from the perspective of the global South: “Queer Politics and the Question of Palestine/Israel” (2010); “Sexuality,
Nationality, Indigeneity”” (2010); “Black Queer Diaspora” (2012); “Decolonizing the Transgender Imagmnary” (2014); “Area Impossible: The
Geopolitics of Queer Studies” (2016); “Queer Inhumanisms™ (2015); and “Trans Studies in las Americas” (2019), to name just a few prominent

exmrples.9 Taking stock of this trajectory of publications, queer studies has already been implicitly “provincializing” itself over the past decade. 10
As such, “Left of Queer” not only indexes the remainders of queer theory that mark the threshold of nstitutionalized knowledge production but
also highlights the material conditions of production under which such remains are animated through enpire, globalization, neoliberalism, and
biopolitics today. By identifying the field’s geographical and episte mological specificities and by questioning the circulation and portability of its
axiomns, we highlight circuits of US empire that form the geopolitical conditions of possibility for knowledge production and political representation.

In this regard, this special issue also provincializes queer studies by extending critical conversations nitiated in the 1990s on queer diasporas,

transnational sexualities, and queer of color critique that sparked critical debates on the naturalizing assumptions of the nation-state. " “Left of
Queer” emphasizes recent trajectories in the field that continue to insist on the radical potential of queer critique beyond the politics of
normalization: on specters of materialism (Liu), geographies of safe space and securitization (Hanhardt and Puar), the biopolitics of global labor
and care work in disability studies (Crosby and Jakobsen), the grounding of the Indigenous body as (im)materiality (Byrd), and the groundlessness
of trans sex (Aizura). We bring heightened attention to geopolitical circuits of empire that form the conditions of possibility for queer theories to
travel, more often than not as privileged vehicles for teleological histories of liberal progress and human freedom, and for the biopolitical sorting of
livable, grievable, and precarious lives. Politically left of the current mainstreaming and institutionalization of queer studies—as well as the
universalizing impulses of (neo)liberal recognition, representation, and rights for queer subjects on the global stage—the contributors in this volume
examine what is left of queer outside the political, economic, and cultural mandates of the sovereign nation-state and the liberal individual as its
prized citizen-subject.

Subjectless/Materialist/Exceptionalist

One of queer studies’ key theoretical possibilities lies in the continuing interrogation of its exclusionary operations. The politics of subjectless
critique today demands an explicit acknowledgment of how the political referent of queer studies has often presumed an ever-expanding sphere of
identifiable subjects laying claim to liberal rights, recognition, normalization, and inclusion. The decriminalization of sodomy, the ability to serve
openly in the military, same-sex marriage, issues of bathroom access—the continuing expansion of LGBTQ+ is predicated on a signifying chain of
identity as analogy and the awarding of legal rights and entitlements through a politics of incremental recognition. In the context of US
exceptionalism in the postwar period, identity politics is said to begin with race and civil rights, wending its way through gender and (second-wave)
feminism and then through sexuality, starting with lesbians, gays, and bisexuals; moving onto queer and trans subjects; and now working its way
through the intersexed (I), asexuals (A), and beyond (+). While exclusions and injuries come in numerous forms, the US legal system recognizes
only intentional discrimination that causes demonstrable harm to an identifiable individual. It is not designed to address intersectional identities and
group njury nor is it capable of redressing material inequalities such as the maldistribution of life chances and the ethical conditions by which life
might be livable.

The cleaving of Marxism from queer studies—indeed, the atomization of sexuality, race, and class as antagonistic and incompatible identities
separated by distinct politics and platforms—returns in an especially lethal form with the contemporary rise of right-wing nationalisms and call-out
cultures across the political spectrum These movements pit white, black, brown, and yellow as well as straight, gay, and trans against one another,
undoing long histories of political coalition building, trenchant critical analyses of racial capitalism, and influential theories of intersectionality and
assemblage that have emerged from fields as diverse as Black feminisims and decolonial theory. Insofar as poststructuralist Marxisms also have
critiques of identity and identity politics that exceed the primacy of the classed subject, the impasse between queer studies and Marxism is less
about which identities matter and more about the divergent ways in which the fields interrogate relations of social structuration.

In his opening contribution to this special issue, “Queer Theory and the Specter of Materialism” Petrus Liu turns a fresh eye to this problem. He
mnsists that the sexual subject of queer studies and the class subject of Marxism are not distinct entities. Both must relinquish their proprietary
relationship over these categories. Instead, Liu conceives both queer theory and Marxism as materialist theories foregrounding the constitutive
sociality of the self. Liu’s approach to subjectless critique as one grounded in processes of social structuration that cut across the two fields allows
himto bring together Judith Butler’s “view of gender as the constitutive sociality of the self” and Marx’s “labor theory of value as the ethical
imbrication of self and Other.” Refusing to reduce queer theory to the primacy of sexuality and Marxism to the primacy of the economic and the
material, Liu observes that the ascription of positivistic content, political priority, or moral urgency to the laboring subject in the latter field is
predicated on forgetting the fact that “Marx is interested not in the standpoint of the immediate producer but in the fact that under capitalism labor
becomes both a commodity (that one can sell) and a social relation.” Both Marxism and queer studies underscore the fact that the subject is
necessarily opaque to itself and emmently imbricated in a web of social relations and responsibilities, a self with primary ties to unknown and
unknowable others. As such, Marxism and queer theory are better approached not as oppositional but as dialectical.

In effect, disavowals of Marxist analyses as hostile toward sexuality, and repudiations of sexuality as “merely cultural” from a Marxian point of



view prevent us from understanding the production and reproduction of subjects precisely as recognizable identities. Indeed, Liu’s turn to “queer
Marxism” as a common ground for examining materialist predications of the subject focuses our attention away from the reproduction of the means

of production and toward the reproduction of the relations of production, to borrow a critical concept from Louis Althusser. 2 This move allows us
to index muiltiple approaches to materialism in global Marxisms and connect them to the predication, history, and relations of the subject in ways
that pose significant geopolitical implications for what’s “left of queer.”

For exanple, the evolution of LGBTQ+ i US identity politics finds its global corollary today in a discourse of international human rights in which
sexuality becomes a privileged metric to assess “civilized”” and “barbaric” cultures. The “woman question” (how illiberal nations and peoples in the
Third World treat their women) in prior decades has now evolved nto the “homosexual question” (how illiberal nations and peoples in the global
South treat their LGBTQ commumities). This develop-mentalist narrative presumes a universal subject and history, not only of queerness but also

and notably of capitalism, as scholars such as Rosemary Hennessy, Miranda Joseph, and Kevin Floyd underscore. a Through the mantenance of a
reductive opposition between global North and global South, the developmentalist use of gueer as identity thus becomes an important foil for the
globalization of capital in its imperial travels, fostering the production as well as erasure of particular queer subjects and subjectivities.

In the age of neoliberalism and human rights, the colonial dynamic of white men saving brown women from brown men has been reconditioned as

white folks (straight and gay) saving brown homosexuals from brown heterosexuals. * As sexuality becomes a primary language—perhaps the
primary language—of modern citizenship, a model of queer rights and representation in the West assumes an ever-expanding ambit in a global
politics of recognition. Focusing on the predication of the queer subject of geopolitics exposes a problematic and antagonistic relationship between
sexuality and class that denies histories of coevalness. This relationship underwrites particular parochialisms as universal discourses of neoliberal
development on both the individual and the structural level.

In sum, returning subjectless critique to the geopolitical field allows us to apprehend both US queer studies and area studies as particular forms of
specialized, regional knowledge, with specific histories of social production beyond the subject of the Western gay consumer-tourist or the queer
native informant. It allows us to apprehend the emergence of both a universal queer subject of rights and recognition and a particular queer native
mformant consigned to the waiting room of history as two sides of the same representational coin. The Western queer and the post-colonial queer
—including the “transnational activist” that sutures them together—are neither developmental nor oppositional categories. Rather, they must be
approached as dialectic counterparts created through the same social relations of production that expose the capitalist (economic), nationalist
(political), and liberal individualist (cultural) assumptions foreclosing other histories of materiality and other social relations and relationalities.
Therefore, to reframe these debates, we must expand our queer archives and attend to the complexity and porosity of what is signaled by
materiality in the first instance.

How, then, are materialities of gender, sexuality, religion, region, race, and caste concealed by the apotheosis of the global queer subject under
neoliberal development rather than seen as the precipitate of these social relations? In the roundtable “Beyond Trigger Warnings: Safety,
Securitization, and Queer Left Critique,” conveners Christina B. Hanhardt and Jasbir K. Puar extend subjectless critique by connecting domestic
and global histories of security and securitization—by which they mean “geopolitically inflected contexualization of the debate on safe space’—with
a familiar subject of queer studies: sexual precarity on campus, as well as vulnerable student populations in need of protection through trigger
warnings, campus alert systerns, and Title IX safeguards.

To begin to flesh out the relations between materialism, subjectless critique, and geopolitical exceptionalism in the context of safe space across
local, national, and international scales, we bring together interdisciplinary thinkers who may or may not consider queer studies a primary or
organizing rubric for their scholarship. For example, Paul Amar’s comparative work on the logics of sexual securitization in nation-states in the
global South is often relegated by queer studies scholars to area studies scholarship, while it is seen by regional specialists as unable to represent a
proper area studies method, not only because it moves across and connects different areas of the global South but also because of'its insistent
focus on gender and sexuality. Other roundtable contributors such as Neel Ahuja, Kwame Holmes, and Sherene Seikaly work on securitization of
bodies in relation to the biopolitics of settler colonialism, anti-Blackness and state violence, and technologies of surveillance and control. In this
context, Aniruddha Dutta and Fatima El-Tayeb might be considered the only two “proper” scholars of queer studies. Yet, we argue that such

cross-pollinations of disparate bodies and fields of scholarship advance the future of queer theory in necessary and important directions.]5

This group of mterdisciplinary scholars challenges the US exceptionalist model embedded in debates about safety and securitization on campus by
asking for whom is space safe, and how is that safety secured through the production and control of other bodies constituted as unsafe?
Furthermore, in what ways are the classroom and campus life in US universities intrinsically embedded in global relations of militarization,
securitization, risk management, and dispossession that connect them, for instance, not only to (gay) urban gentrification but also to border walls
and checkpoints dividing nation-states and occupied territories? De-exceptionalizing queer studies entails de-exceptionalizing scenes of sexual
violence as the privileged form of social violation on our campuses and the “neoliberal (white) student consumer-subject” as the central victim in

need of protection in debates about campus safety and sexual assault. 1 As Holres incisively reminds us in the context of now-ubiquitous use of
cell phone alert warnings systens on US campuses, it “goes without saying that a campus of powerfully activated and anxious white people does
not and cannot represent a safe space for people of color.” Equally so, campus alert systems “‘undercut feminist authority by simplifying the terns
of safety, leaving us safe from the more complicated discomfort we experience when asked to interrogate our personal relationship to rape
culture.” In this regard, the turn to subjectless critique in queer theory has been crucial not only in problematizing the unitary subject of queer
studies but also in excavating the manifest relations of affect and bodies—indeed, in analyzing the emotional austerity that these automatic alert
systemns seek to impose as a kind of affective biopolitics.

In moving (around) the concept of safe and unsafe space to the scales of biopolitics and geopolitics, this roundtable seeks to materialize the
relations of safety to security and consider the varied material, administrative, and pragmatic methods deployed to craft campuses into what Amar
terms “‘security labs.” That is, universities now function as security laboratories for the deployment and honing of technologies of surveillance and



control that all too eerily resonate with the constant invocation of locations such as Gaza as laboratories for testing new weaponry and policies, and
stretch the imagination of what might register as inhabitable and livable life. In the case of Palestine, how do homonationalist discourses of
pinkwashing that instrumentalize the persecution of queers—fundamentally related to the developmental narrative of democracy and liberal rights in
Israel as elsewhere—finction as political alibis for the assertion of safe space? In this context, Seikaly notes that in her research “safety and
security are mottos of dispossession. In Palestine, the Israeli state’s mobilization of security and safety work to dispossess the Palestinian. The
Palestinian stands as a threat to security, not a subject who may desire security.”

Safe space thereby takes on global dimensions, forcing us to trouble it as a universal ideal while acknowledging the US university as one primary
site for the production and reproduction of sexual, racial, and economic stratification, as well as scientific knowledge for the advancement and
proliferation of precarity. Modes of controlling bodies and affects are connected through the replication of these labs and the repetition of their
forms across wildly different contexts, as well as through the transnational circulation of technologies of surveillance and control. Security walls,
checkpoints, and occupations thus become legible, necessary components in any serious debates about trigger warnings, which could as easily
refer to difficult or disturbing course content as to the pulling of a trigger on a gun at an open-carry campus or the firing of bullets into unarmed
civilian populations protesting government violence and suppression. Expanding subjectless critique to account for geopolitics does not mean a
privileging of the global South or any one particular region. Rather, it demands that we see the social relations and connections between and among
these regions differently. The notion of safe space interrogates geopolitical exceptionalism—especially that of US queer studies and its sanctioned
subjects—while simultaneously contextualizing the varying material conditions that create specters of safety and regimes of security in specific
locales and for specific populations.

Christina Crosby and Janet R. Jakobsen’s article “Disability, Debility, and Caring Queerly”” examines the material conditions and the occluded
economies of care, labor, and care work that are necessary for the disabled subject of rights discourse to cohere and be recognizable as a political
actor. By drawing explicit attention to these material and affective assemblages of precarity and care, Crosby and Jakobsen reveal otherwise
hidden interfaces between disability and debility—that is, between disabled subjects and debilitated populations who come together in an economy
of care, to allow, in this case, Crosby to appear “to be finctioning as an independent and autonomous individual.” Like the “Beyond Trigger
Warnings” roundtable, Crosby and Jakobsen elaborate the otherwise submerged “‘chains of caring labor” in a global geography that allow (or
disallow) the disabled subject to cohere as such, noting that denaturalizing the Marxian chain of value offers “many possible points of rupture. Each
transition point, whether fromuse value to exchange value, good to commodity, labor to labor power, or labor power to exchange value, might be
otherwise.”

Crosby and Jakobsen’s exploration of the social contours of value at every stage of production lead themto argue that “a queer reading of value
challenges any idea of a natural sociality or of a naturalized use value and instead seeks to build a more just conceptualization of need and its
relations.” In addition, they note that while all of these stages necessitate the collectivization of a social body, the privatization of care work and its
occlusion in the private space of the home transform what should necessarily be a collective movement into an individual transaction. For this
reason, they emphasize, “one important move in shifting the condi tions of domestic work is to ensure that the value of the work is inscribed not in
individual affect but, rather, in widespread social acknowledgment of the need for caring labor.”

It is this acknowledgment and denaturalization of use value that underpins several concrete examples they raise of how both caring queerly and a
queerer Marxist approach supplement each other. For instance, referencing Crosby’s own reliance on racialized, immigrant, and feminized laborers
who assist her with what are routinely posited as the natural bodily habits of shitting and pissing, they note that

queer, trans, feminist, and disabled people all have to care about bathrooms—whether they will be harassed in using a public
bathroom, whether bathrooms are in fact the private, safe spaces that they are normatively claimed to be, who cleans those
bathroomns, and whether the facilities are accessible to all. Thinking about—caring about—bodily waste as findamental to human
well-being is to make a very queer claim about the use value of the work required to ensure the flourishing of all

Foregrounding the processes of defecating and urinating is a queer chain of value indeed. This chain elucidates a “geopolitical model of disability”
that accounts for the distributed and repressed modes of debilitation at all points of value production that inform a political dialectic between
recognizably abled and disabled subjects. Like Liu, the coauthors index subjectless critique in queer studies by drawing our focus, paraphrasing
Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, on “the production of the worker rather than with the work’s production.”

Caring queerly thus underscores that “not all labor that keeps up everyday life is reproductive, nor is it all fimctionally supportive of capitalism.”
Tracing the global economic networks that make care workers available for the “proper” subjects of care and unequal distributions of agency,
Crosby and Jakobsen call for a politics of justice that does not reproduce such social relations, that acknowledges the multiple ways in which
dependency does not automatically disqualify a disabled person from being a liberal, rights-bearing subject. What’s “left of queer” might take into
account such assemblages of care work and caring that underwrite the supplementary relations of disability and debility, recognizing their political
value as they shift “both individual and social futures out of the linear progression from one generation to the next, meaning that not all futures are
reproductive futures.”

Notably, Crosby and Jakobsen’s analysis illustrates that there is no proper subject of debility. In fact, debility does not presume a subject. v
Instead, it exposes the material and affective processes that operate within social relations of labor and care across different spaces and regions
that work to interrogate various exceptionalisms. As such, debility flnctions as the sublated third term that secures the binary of
nondisabled/disabled, the latter being the traditional liberal model that produces the recognizable disabled subject of political rights and
representation. (This dynamic is not dissimilar to how indigeneity and trans might also be resignified in queer theory through an expanded
subjectless critique, as we elaborate below.) At the same time, Crosby and Jakobsen are queer Marxist theorists who are rarely if ever are
mterpellated as such. Their trenchant analyses of political economy are often subsumed in queer studies, subjected to the false dichotomy analyzed
by Liu. In this regard, we might characterize both Liu’s and Crosby and Jakobsen’s contributions as expanding approaches to queer theory and



Marxism: for both, queer Marxism is not just a possibility but a necessity.]8

In her contribution to this special issue, “What’s Normative Got to Do with It? Toward Indigenous Queer Relationality,” Jodi A. Byrd brings yet
another valence to subjectless critique by drawing attention to the paradoxical (im)materiality of the ground—the dispossession of land that
facilitates not only the emergence of the settler colonial state but also the grounds for the figuration of political subjects of representation. For
Indigenous studies, subjectless critique is not a form of speculative theorization. The erasure of indigeneity is the condition of possibility for the
nation-state and liberal representation to emerge, pointing to the limits of subjectless critique as traditionally understood in queer studies and its
politics of normalization. On the one hand, “a globally situated subjectless queer studies . . . could offer sustained engagements with gender and
sexuality, as both are constituted intersectionally at the site of race, empire, diaspora, militarism, and colonialism.”” On the other hand, that lack of
fixity is “still and importantly grounded through the ongoing dispossession of Indigenous lands.” Indeed, Byrd observes, “multiplicity in the
nonalignment of bodies, anatomy, desire, pleasure, and identity runs the risk of asserting Indigenous difference as the very ground that both
reproduces and then defies the binaries of settler genders.” The queer subject needs not only its non-Western others (as Liu argues), but also its
Indigenous others within to maintain the cultural variability that makes possible the “repetition with a difference” that has come to define gender

performativity.

Like debility, indigeneity can be approached not as a subject or object at all. Rather, it can be seen as an occluded third term haunting the process
and production of Native-settler identities, a binary that presumes the amnihilation of Native populations while securing more recognizable racial
dichotomies such as Black-white and gendered dichotomies such as heterosexual-homosexual. Simultaneously, it also erases histories of Black-

Native relations and commingling, " Indigenous alterity, Byrd writes, “does not and is not matter precisely because colonization stripped the
ground from beneath our feet.” Whether construed as land, as base, as territory, as wellness, or as center, the curious object of ground “persists as
a guiding principle for decolonization, but it also becomes the locating authorization for claims, for meaning, for rightness, and for identity,
subjectless or not.”

Insofar as subjectless critique in Indigenous studies falls outside the representational orbit of mdividual rights or the normative pull of state
sovereignty, insofar as it is precisely the stolen ground on which settler subjects appear as Native objects disappear, Byrd demonstrates that
ground itself operates as a complex actor, an amalgamation of agency, materiality, and metaphor in a biopolitics of dispossession. Hence,
Indigenous bodies are best understood, borrowing from Audra Simpson, as “political orders,” rather than capitalist orders embodying labor, or the

gendered logics that secure them20 The materiality of Indigenous bodies “is not individual, or necessarily even gendered. Instead, it is relationally
collective; what matters are the land and the alternative governance structures that the Indigenous collectivity signifies.”

Here, the materiality of the Indigenous body as political différance to settler colonial governance also threatens to ground a Native identity politics
as a “pure decolonial and antiracist alternative.”” Rather than this purity of political positioning, “what is left of queer,” Byrd asks, “if the normative is
no longer something to critique but to champion?” The (im)materiality of the Indigenous body as the ground through which belonging and being are
rendered, critiqued, and transformed must be sustained with continued vigilance, returning us to Liu’s insight about queer Marxism: “If the concept
of the material has once provided the negative space against which queer theory developed its most influential arguments, this dialectical relation
also means that material has functioned as queer theory’s constitutive outside, a sign of its incompletion that preserves its radically anticipatory and
anti-identitarian nature.” If Indigenous bodies matter as the embodiment of land, Byrd asks, then “how might we understand gender and sexuality,
property and territoriality, consent and freedom differently if the land itselfis the source of fluidity, authority, and groundedness outside the means
of (re)production?”” Byrd’s article reminds us that precarious populations in the global South are not the only foils for the rights-bearing liberal
subject. Rather, histories of settler colonialism in the United States and other nation-states of the global North are critical to the proliferation of
rights discourses on the global stage.

Our final contribution to this special issue, the “Thinking with Trans Now” roundtable convened by Aren Z. Aizura, brings us to our third key term
of investigation, #rans, and its politics and processes of triangulation and precarity. The roundtable includes trans studies scholars froma broad

range of institutions and locations: Marquis Bey, Toby Beauchamp, Treva Ellison, Jules Gill-Peterson, and Eliza Steinbock.21 Opening with an
acknowledgment of “the frankly brutal conditions of trans mtellectual production,” Aizura observes that “some of the most important trans and
nonbinary thinkers right now are contingently employed or unemployed,” flagging the material conditions and possibilities for knowledge
production.

In these uneven conditions, subjectless critique is central to a trans studies project that does not so much presume as produce a subject of and for
trans. This subject is constituted through heightened attention to a corporeality that has brought new vectors of materialism and matters of gender
and sex to queer studies, without reducing trans to essentialized bodies. As Gill-Peterson notes, “One of the important differences between queer
and trans studies has been around the insistence of the material.” Yet it is also the case that “the field of the material has widened to include a rich
scale of matter in recent years.” The production of normative gender not only presumes a transgendered body with a material specificity that marks
it as different from a normatively gendered body, it also, as Gayle Salamon has suggested, “relies on a disjunction between the “felt sense” of the
body and the body’s corporeal contours™—a turn to the biopolitics of feeling that marks a historical shift from identity to assemblage, whole to

part, from passing to piecing.22 Gill-Peterson observes in the same vein,

It is tempting to construe trans studies’ preoccupation with materiality—especially bodily materiality—as a corrective to queer
theory’s abstractions. That would overread the separateness of the two fields, including a mis-recognition of their entangled histories.
At the same time, though, queer theory’s long-standing figuration of transness and trans people as the apotheosis of gender’s internal
trouble has reenacted that corrective narrative within queer theory itself

Here, it is important to note that the assumed fissures between Marxism and queer theory problematized by Liu and by Crosby and Jakobsen also
contribute to this perception of queer theory’s absent materialities.



The roundtable discussants observe that trans discourages any particular alignment of sex-as-anatomy and gender-as-role, any predetermined
relationship between orientation and object, any reduction of pleasure to genitalia as the primary site of erogenous activity and reproduction,
allowing more nuanced conversations regarding the specificities and proliferation of trans materialities that both contribute to and depart from queer
theory. Trans refuses the thought that genitalia, or “legible” bodily components, are what defines one’s gender, or that normative state definitions
can enforce or erase one’s sense of self. Instead, trans is a “red-hot zone of ontological uncertainty,” in Steinbock’s description. The body
possesses an irreducible material existence that cannot be explained away as a construction of discourse, a view that has marked many if not most
poststructuralist approaches in queer theory.

Trans from this perspective might be characterized as the “return of the real” in relation to the (Lacanian) dialectics of symbolic imaginary, a shift
from linguistic and cultural norms (discourse) that are said to animate the emergence and evolution of queer theory. Yet it simultaneously engenders
a sustained critical interrogation of which materialities matter, the shifting status of the phenomenological body, insistent questions of being and
becoming—indeed, the breakdown of gender binaries altogether. From this perspective, like indigeneity and debility, trans is an occluded third
term that lends discursive consistency to politicized binaries of identity and recognition. In Bey’s account, trans should be less invested in “tarrying
with the debates around antinormativity that have taken place in queer theory and more with elaborating nonnormativity: a ‘decline to state,” a
sliding away from determinacy that many of us are familiar with in daily life.” This trans reformulation of materiality moves us beyond skin and
bones, beyond abstracted notions of trans ideality to questions of lived experience, a “processual materialization that displaces lived experience for
livability.”

That said, we also note that, akin to disability advocacy in some policy arenas, trans politics can also produce essentialized identities and regnant
identity politics in our contemporary moment, including debates about transitioning and detransitioning and, perhaps most significant, calling out of
cisgender identity without sufficient recognition of its racial valences, its proprietary white, middle-class privileges, or its relation to histories and

futures of racial capihalism23 For instance, trans medicine and law in the twentieth century has, as Aizura argues, “produced a trans-gender
whiteness we contend with now as a racialized biopolitical sorting of populations into recognizable and mvisible, life to be fostered and life that is
disposable.”

Here, it seens especially important to highlight how trans is the very contestation of these sortings through the field’s embracing of bio-political
thought to deconstruct trans corporealities in terms of in/dividual capacities. Systematically exploring how bodies and body parts are broken down,
pieced together, and reanimated for labor under neoliberal mandates, trans studies allows us to apprehend how bodies are inserted into national
economies in the service of maximizing production. How might we extend trans as a normative discourse of identity and identity politics to analyze
sociolegal mandates of transitional justice and transitional economies accompanying decolonization and globalization in the global South? How

might we understand the politics of visibility and transition on both the scale of the sovereign individual and that of the sovereign nation- state?24 In
short, in its heightened attention to the politics of materiality on various scales, trans can also be the most deconstructive and the most resistant to
identity claims, making way for a host of radical possibilities of sex to transform assumed relations to gender, the matter of the sexed body, sexual
orientation, and political economies of North and South.

The Queer Art of Not Being Governed: Toward an Objectless Critique

In loosening queer theory’s attachment to the sexual subject, we are not dismissing the subject or its variations. Rather, we hope to ask what sub-
lated, repressed, or otherwise disappeared material conditions and terms are necessary to produce subjects for and states of political
representation. To bring “Left of Queer” more fully into conversation with biopolitical materialisms on populations and ivdividuals that many of
these essays explore, we propose that subjectless critique, which continues to rely on traditional subject-object distinctions, might be expanded to
encompass what we are calling an emergent “objectless critique.”

By objectless critique we mean to consider the parallel ways that queer theory has often posited a number of not just “proper” subjects but
“proper” objects of study for the field. For example, the nation-state, sexuality, the sexed body, race and sex, and liberal governance also need to
be interrogated for their various exceptionalisms as well as presumed methods. What constitutes a proper object or method for the field, therefore,
cannot be taken for granted. Here, we heed Rosenberg’s compelling account of the fetishization of objects prevalent in the recent literature arguing

for a formulation of “new maten'alisms.”25 Rosenberg argues that the recent uptake of object-oriented ontology, speculative realism, and variants of
affect theory fetishize and transform nonhuman objects into new subject positions. For instance, are algorithims that drive racial profiling, machine
learning, campus alert systems, and armed responses under regimes of security and securitization objects or subjects of the state and corporation?
Where do we place action and agency in such formulations?

Objectless critique thus focuses on the biopolitics of objects, objects that may also complicate life and death binaries by asking, as Elizabeth

Povinelli does in Geontologies: A Requiem to Late Liberalism, what is lif¢ in relation not to death but rather to non]ife?26 This shift from
life/death to life/nonlife problematizes human/inhuman assumptions that are prevalent in the field of queer studies as elsewhere. It turns our critical

attention to the problem of “animacy” that Mel Chen has provocatively e>§plored.27 How do comparative states of animation adhere to both
subjects and objects not as dead or alive but rather in relative states of lif¢ and nonlife, of animation and de-animation? How do they underpin the
biopolitical sorting of populations and problens of life and existence?

More specifically, Povinelli, from the vantage of Aboriginal communities in Australia, schematizes Indigenous cosmologies that do not produce
sovereign subjects or states but rather illuminate the erasures that make biopolitics available as a liberal, humanist mechanism of governance.
Without denying the global span of Indigenous difference, her provocation leads us to pose our concluding thoughts in this speculative manner:
Which queer subjects are being deployed for the biopolitics of not just life and death but of life and nonlife? And mnversely, which queer objects are
being deployed for biopolitics of not just life and death but of life and nonlife? The shift to a life/nonlife investigation forces a reconsideration of



reproductive futurisis in relation to capacities of regeneration: how are objects that are designated nonlife reappropriated, reanimated, and
recalibrated as new subjects for surveillance and governance?

To return to Byrd’s insights on “ground” as one material object for a biopolitical ordering, how might we rethink how objects come to be
recognized? How might we understand the status of animated objects such as the ground and their proximities to life and nonlife? How, as Byrd
asks, “might we understand gender and sexuality, property and territoriality, consent and freedom differently if the land itself'is the source of
fluidity, authority, and groundedness outside the means of (re)production?”” Alternately, she ponders,

What if] instead of normalizing the queer within recovered Indigenous grounded normativities as a sign of Indigenous liberalism,
Indigenous studies followed radical queer strategies to refuse legibility outright through the matrices of sovereignty and its norms,
statehood and its recognitions, subjectivity and its rights, gender and its performances to assert instead the possibilities that emerge
when the normative is resisted in each and all of those vectors?

From another perspective, this special issue highlights the (sub-lated) “object’>—the occluded third term—that is productively effaced, at the
threshold of what can be known, but one that produces a legible subject and identity for political rights and representation. The production of
binary subjects and identities through third terms such as trans, debility, indigeneity, and animacy foreground the reproduction of the relations of
production over the traditional focus on social inclusion and exclusion that constitutes political subject formation under liberalism While these third
terms are not elided in an equivalent manner, they do operate in supplementary ways and through relations crucial to the production of proper
subjects and objects of liberal politics. Stated differently, it may be that queer and trans populations cannot not want formal legal equality and that
they adamantly oppose the administration of gender in all its binary forms deployed in the service of security and empire. Nonetheless, we might
consider Bey’s provocative recommendation that a new trans studies—and, we would add, objectless critique—assert “the imperative to consider
the impossible possibility of inhabiting sociality, of relating to others, on nonsubjective grounds, on grounds that allow for subjectivity without being
subjected—in other words, transsubjectivity, parasubjectivity, being and becoming that arise precisely in the extent to which we elude tenets of
subjective legibility.”

Finally, the occlusions of homonationalism in the name of rights and representation compel us to ask whether the nation-state—and attendant
notions of democracy, citizenship, and capital—provides the most appropriate frame for queer theory and queer self-narration today. In an early
critique of homonationalism, Scott Morgensen noted that any engagement with its problematic and its terms participates in the production of queer
settler subjectivities that debate with-or-against investments in state sovereignty, thus highlighting the need for subjectless critique specifically on

Indigenous terms.28 Putting queer theory together with geopolitics draws attention to the exhaustion of the (democratic) state, the impossibility of
(nonviolent) sovereignty, and the ruse of the (liberal) individual. These are the political impasses of identity and identity politics, and the critical
opportunities of left of queer on the global stage today.

In a recent essay on the connections between Ferguson and Gaza, Fred Moten hails the exhaustion of the state solution as the binding materiality of
solidarity. The “new, co-constituting assemblage of Ferguson, Gaza,” Moten asserts, “requires us to ask what it would mean to recognize, but also
to embrace and enact, the exhaustion of the state solution. We give life to the state solution when we breathe air into the dead language of lives and

bodies.”29 What leads to this exhaustion of the state solution, what are the conditions of possibility and impasse that give rise, support, and afford
what J. Kehaulani Kauanui and other Indigenous scholars and activists term the “no-state solution’ 2 In the context of occupation, Palestinian

scholar and activist Rana Barakat asks, “What nation-state has the right to exist?”31 We note that this is #/e question that orients Indigenous
studies, and it is one that has been haunting queerness for some time. If fully hailed, it can fruitfully guide the next iterations of queer theorizing—

orienting new approaches to what’s left of queer.32 We might consider a form of queer studies that, in embracing subjectless and objectless
critique, materialisis, and challenges to geopolitical exceptionalisis, is the kernel of an antinational, nonnational, and no-state queer theory

oriented to the art, to borrow a concept from James C. Scott, “of not being governed.”%3
We thank the Social Text collective for their extensive feedback on this special issue, especially Jayna Brown, Marie Buck, and David Sartorius.
We also thank Aren Aizura, Zahid Chaudhary, Ed Cohen, Julie Livingston, Camille Robcis, Jordy Rosen-berg, Teemu Ruskola, and Josie Saldafia

for their very useful comments on the introduction. Finally, we are enormously grateful to Eng-Beng Lim and Tavia Nyong’o for their incisive
afterword to this special issue.

4

We borrow this particular formulation from Snorton, Black on Both Sides, and note that Black queer and feminist elaborations of these myriad

arrangements of race and sex have been pivotal to formulations of subjectless critique, for example Hortense Spillers’s discussion of “‘ungendering”
in “Mama’s Baby and Papa’s Maybe,” which is the basis of Snorton’s discussion of fungibility and fugitivity. In addition, Sylvia Wynter’s taking up
of the parameters of the human in “Unsettling the Coloniality of Being/Power/ Truth/Freedom’” is another crucial contribution to subjectless critique.

9

See Hochberg, “Queer Politics and the Question of Palestine/Israel”; Justice, Rifkin, and Schneider, “Sexuality, Nationality, Indigeneity”; Allen,
“Black Queer Diaspora”; Aizura et al., “Decolonizing the Transgender Imaginary”; Arondekar and Patel, “Area Impossible™; Luciano and Chen,
“Queer Inhumanisims™; and Garriga-Lopez et al., “Trans Studies in las Americas.”

10

We follow Dipesh Chakrabarty in Provincializing Europe, where he questions the centrality, indeed, the exceptionalizing, of Europe to the



construction of modernity. For a project similar in intent that provincializes US queer theories on temporality from the vantage of the postcolony,
see Rao, Out of Time.

18
See also Day, Alien Capital, for a succinct formulation of a field and approach called “queer Marxism.”
28

In Spaces between Us, Morgensen argues that the biopolitics of settler colonialism conditions the possibility for modern queer subjectivity and
politics.
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Queering the Middle East and its Diasporas

How do we think with and about LGBTQIA+ subjects, communities, and histories?

The Pembroke Center has launched the “LGBTQIA+ Thinking” initiative, led by Lynne Joyrich, professor of modern culture and media. The
mitiative is devoted to the active production of knowledge generated from and about the subjectivities and socialities, differences and connections,
histories and cultures of sexual and gender minorities, paying close attention to how sexualities and gender identifications have been constructed;
how they intersect with global and local formations of race, class, and generation; and how sexual and gender minorities have diversely attempted
to live and understand themselves outside, or in the interstices, of dominant sexual and gender norms.

“This initiative signals the importance of exploring sexual and gender formations, identities, and issues,” Joyrich said, recognizing that just as these
can give us places from which to think, those places may shift, change, and mnvite re-thinking.”

The LGBTQIA+ Thinking initiative includes intellectual, pedagogical, and social components. Programming—ranging from lectures, presentations,
and symposia to exhibitions, screenings, and performances—is designed to coordinate with other Pembroke initiatives (such as the Pembroke
Seminar, the Black Feminist Theory Project, and the Feminist Theory Archives) and to firther links with other units (such as the BAI, CSREA,
CSSJ, the Cogut Institute, IBES, the School of Public Health, and the Watson Institute). Pedagogical aims include working with Gender and
Sexuality Studies program leadership and faculty on course development, program coordination, and pedagogical collaboration. Finally, the
mnitiative fosters community bonds via the connections made through LGBTQIA+ Thinking programs and events at Brown and beyond. In this
way, the Pembroke Center can further foster thinking, learning, and acting for and with this vital and diverse community.

About Lynne Joyrich, director of LGBTQIA+ Thinking:

Lynne Joyrich is Professor and Chair of Modern Culture and Media at Brown University whose research focuses on constructions of gender,
sexuality, and race in US media. She is the author of Re-viewing Reception: Television, Gender, and Postmodern Culture and of articles on
film, television, cultural studies, and feminist and queer studies that have appeared in such journals as The Black Scholar, Critical

Inquiry, Cinema Journal, differences, Discourse, Jump Cut, Journal of e-Media Studies, Journal of Visual Culture, and Transformative
Works and Cultures, and such books as Private Screenings; Modernity and Mass Culture; Logics of Television; Inventing Film

Studies; Pedagogy: The Question of Impersonation; New Media, Old Media; Queer TV; Mad Men, Mad World, Unwatchable,

and Feminism’s Indelible Mark: Reframing the Work of Todd Haynes. She has been a member of the editorial collective of the

journal Camera Obscura: Feminism, Culture, and Media Studies since 1996.
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