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The Accidental Apprentice — Amanda Foody



Loading, please wait Free 2-Day Shipping. Same Day Delivery. Please select a store.
Deliver to Edit zip code. Ship it. This item isn't sold in stores. Help us improve this
page. About this item. Specifications Number of Pages: Genre: Juvenile Fiction. Series
Title: Wilderlore. Format: Hardcover. Publisher: Margaret K. McElderry Books.
Age Range: Years. Author: Amanda Foody. Language: English. Street Date : March
30, TCIN : UPC : Description About the Book Eleven-year-old Barclay Thorne yearns
for the quiet life of a mushroom farmer, but after unwittingly bonding with a beast in
the forbidden Woods, he must seek Lore Keepers to break the bond and return home.
Book Synopsis A boy who accidentally bonds with a magical Beast must set off on an
adventure in the mysterious Woods in this '""'wholesome, delightful" Kirkus Reviews ,
starred review , and cheeky middle grade fantasy debut--perfect for fans of
Nevermoor and How to Train Your Dragon.

The last thing Barclay Thorne ever wanted was an adventure. Review Quotes
""Absolutely enchanting! Reminiscent of classic middle grade tales, with a highly
unique and enthralling world and characters you can really root for. Ortega, author
of The Ghost Squad "Exciting, adventurous, and wild in its own right, The Accidental
Apprentice had me riding on the winds and howling at the sky. When the wilds call,
you should listen. I would gladly wander the Wilderlands forever, bonding with all
types of magical beasts. Readers everywhere will delight in collecting them all! Want
to Read. Buy on Amazon. Rate this book. The last thing Barclay Thorne ever wanted
was an adventure. No danger required. Determined to break this bond and return
home, Barclay journeys to find the mysterious town of Lore Keepers, people who have

also bonded with Beasts and share their powers.

Middle Grade. Young Adult. Urban Fantasy. Hardcover First published March 30,
Original Title The Accidental Apprentice. Series Wilderlore 1. This edition Format
Hardcover. Published March 30, by Margaret K. McElderry Books. Language
English. More details. Amanda Foody 12 books 1, followers. Amanda Foody has
always considered imagination to be our best attempt at magic. After a double life as
an accountant preparing taxes for multinational corporations, she now spends her
free time brewing and fermenting foods much more easily obtained at her local

grocery store.

She lives in Boston, MA with a hoard of books guarded by the most vicious of feline
companions, Jelly Bean. Search review text. Displaying 1 - 30 of reviews. Holly Holly
Hearts Books. Personal rating: 3. This book has lovable, root-able characters,
fascinating beasts, a thrilling adventure, and a new world to lose yourself in. After
reading this, I can see why fans would love it! As an orphan in a small village, Barclay
feels so out of place and believes if he works hard as an apprentice, one day he can
become a mushroom farmer and belong in the community. But when he accidentally
bonds with a Beast, he has to leave home and try to find a way to break the bond. My
favourite part of this novel is the world building! I enjoyed learning about the
different types of Beasts that existed and the different types of Lore Keepers which is

someone who bonds with Beasts.

It was interesting to learn about the history of their world and how they trained with
their Beasts. I also enjoyed the character development that Barclay went through and



the friendships he made throughout his adventure! From the very beginning Barclay

was against the Lore Keeper community and going on any type of adventure. By the

end of the book, I was proud of Barclay and his decisions with what he wanted to do
next. I wish it went on a little longer.

Overall, this was a fun read! I recommend trying this book out if you enjoy middle
grade novels about adventure and magical creatures. Samm Sassenach the Book
Wizard. I'm bouncing back and forth between 4 and 5 stars so 4. Reads Books and
Fics. I am still new to middle grade, but this book is very fun. I was able to finish it in
one day, and it was a great read. Barclay lives a normal life in a town where he is an
orphan. He lost his parents to a monster who destroyed the town, and he just wants to
live a simple life. He knows to stay out of the forest nearby until one day, he sees a
Lore Keeper trying to catch a Beast. But the Beast bonds to Barclay. After an
incident, he leaves his town and is off on his adventure. I loved the world building in
this book. To learn about the Beasts and systems of Lore Keepers was very
interesting. I also liked seeing how they were testing to see who was the best, and how
Barclay was working to bond with his own Beast eventually.

I felt like I was right there during the adventure, and I am eager for more in the
future. The characters are great too. Barclay grows as the book goes on, and I like
Viola a lot. We need more of these in books. Their friendship is awesome, and I cannot
wait to see it grow more. This is a wonderful middle grade fantasy. I would definitely
pick up the next in the series. Not to mention, this is perfect for grades 4 to 8 for
fantasy lovers and even reluctant readers. I genuinely cannot remember the last time I
read a middle grade novel, and I don't think I could have picked a better one than
Amanda Foody's first entry into the MG world.

I fell in love from the first page and adored every minute of it. Full review at A Book
Shrew Barclay Thorne is a mushroom farmer apprentice in Dullshire, a little town
with a lot of rules. With his wild hair and dirty nails, he doesn't seem to fit in, but he
certainly tries. When he breaks another rule by entering the forbidden Woods,
Barclay accidentally bonds with a Beast that might eat him and is swept into a world
of Lore Keepers. It's all fine and dandy in books, but Barclay doesn't actually want to
be on an adventure, especially when he has a dangerous Beast trapped under his skin.
All he wants is for his Beast Mark to be removed so he can go back home, but the only
way that will happen is if he comes first in the apprentice Exhibition. This was truly so
adorable. As the main character, Barclay is certainly someone younger kids will
relate too. He's trying to find a place to fit in and be himself, but he's been on his own
for so long that he's not sure what that is supposed to look like.

Dullshire told him so many things not to do that it takes time for him to come to love
those actually okay things. His growth in the Lore Keeper world was well-done and
very sweet. I loved Viola too. She becomes Barclay's closest ally in the Woods and I
adored her spunk and cheery attitude. The magic system is what really made this
shine for me. To become a Lore Keeper, one bonds with one of the magical Beasts that
dwells in the different Wilderlands. There are five classes, with each being harder to
bond with, but granting stronger magic. This Beast becomes their constant
companion, and when not out in the open, they return inside their Keeper's body as a



living tattoo. Barclay accidentally bonds with Root, a Lufthund of the fourth, Mythic
Class.

While he wants nothing to do with the wolf-like creature, Barclay gains the ability to
control wind and run super fast. Root himself is powerful in that his howls can
summon a storm. So many of these Beasts were wonderful, with so much thought and
care put into them and the world they interact with. Viola has a small dragon, and
others have Beasts that can cast illusion magic, electrocute you, create mirrors to
travel through, or eat sound. I am a big fan of Amanda Foody's young adult novels,
but this successful voyage into middle grade tells me she is a writer I will follow to the
ends of the earth. Caryn - iam. Well, I never would have expected that I needed a
cottagecore Pokemon type story in my life, but here we are. I needed it! This was
incredible! It deserves to be and should become the next beloved and giant middle
grade series. And for audiobook fans, Steve West narrates this one. An honest review
was provided. He ventures into places he has never seen or heard of before while
trying to get back to a place he calls home.

All the creatures and people we meet have unique and weird characteristics. An utter
delight! I am delighted and I cannot wait to have this on my shelf! Recalls the joys of
the books I grew up reading, with new magic and fresh twists thrown in. Plus, a world
you want to live in, even if it means being a pooper scooper. Edit: honestly I've read
this 3x and I love it every. Barclay is the perfect character for this type of novel.

He is confused, scared, and practically thrown out of Dullshire with the townspeople
carrying pitchforks. Yet, he also stays hopeful and strong-minded to fix everything.
The author progressed him in a fluid manner where you see him grow and like the

Lore in Sycomore. He shares a beautiful friendship with Viola. Another reason why I
enjoyed the story is that the author gives the side characters a nice back story too.

Similarly, Tadg also surprised me as I did not expect to like the character. Ethel,
Abel, Soren, and Runa were also memorable. Moreover, there are also a few
surprising twists and turns that I did not expect. The author also keeps the story
exciting with many moments of adventure.

THE ACCIDENTAL APPRENTICE | Kirkus Reviews

She also provides freelance writing, editing, and tuition services as the founder of Read. She completed her
Ph. After a brief spell in administration, Jen then trained as a secondary school English teacher and worked
for several years teaching Secondary School English, working independently as a private tutor of English,
and working in nursery and primary schools. Save my name, email, and website in this browser for the next
time I comment. This site uses Akismet to reduce spam. Learn how your comment data is processed. Type
above and press Enter to search. Press Esc to cancel. Facebook Twitter Instagram Pinterest. Pierpoint
Book Review. Jen Harrison Website Twitter Dr. Submit Type above and press Enter to search. One day, as
she leaves the shop for her lunchbreak, she is approached by a man, Vinay Mohan Acharya, who claims to
be the CEO of one of India's biggest companies.

He tells her he is looking for someone to take on his business empire, and has decided it should be her. But
in order to become the heir of his empire, Sapna must pass seven tests from the '"Textbook of Life'. The
seven tests are seven unexpected and life threatening situations with each test revealing a different quality of
a leader. Sapna passes six of the seven tests with great difficulty. Though Vinay praises her for her
character, Sapna is outraged at Vinay's indifference to the threat which posed to life.

Each situation explores a facet of corruption in India. So far, Sapna learns the qualities of leadership,



integrity, courage, foresight, resourcefulness and decisiveness, with Acharya keeping tabs on her and
explaining the relevance of each quality. As the story progresses, it is revealed that Acharya is facing bitter
rivalry from his volatile and aggressive twin brother, AK Acharya. His company is engaging in insider
trading and Acharya himself is not keeping well. Acharya hints that the seventh and final test would be the
hardest of all. However, as Sapna proceeds against the final task, the seventh test horribly spirals out of
control. Vinay is found murdered mysteriously and Sapna is framed for the murder. Sapna escapes from jail
and she discovers, to her horror, that her past had come to haunt her. Sapna uses all her wits to escape
from the escalating situation and finally all is well. In the end, AK takes over Vinay's company and feels
remorseful for holding a grudge against his brother.

He speaks to Sapna and gives her a letter written by Vinay long ago. The letter reveals the truth why Vinay
had chosen Sapna as his successor and tells her the final lesson he intended to impart: Wisdom. AK explains
Sapna his brother's intentions, clearing her doubts. Sapna turns it down, saying that she intends to follow
her heart, and AK agrees with her.

Book Review: The Accidental Apprentice | Newsline

'We need more of these in books. Their friendship is awesome, and I cannot wait to see it grow more. This is a wonderful middle
grade fantasy. I would definitely pick up the next in the series. Not to mention, this is perfect for grades 4 to 8 for fantasy lovers and
even reluctant readers. I genuinely cannot remember the last time I read a middle grade novel, and I don't think I could have picked
a better one than Amanda Foody's first entry into the MG world. I fell in love from the first page and adored every minute of it. Full

review at A Book Shrew Barclay Thorne is a mushroom farmer apprentice in Dullshire, a little town with a lot of rules.

With his wild hair and dirty nails, he doesn't seem to fit in, but he certainly tries. When he breaks another rule by entering the
forbidden Woods, Barclay accidentally bonds with a Beast that might eat him and is swept into a world of Lore Keepers. It's all fine
and dandy in books, but Barclay doesn't actually want to be on an adventure, especially when he has a dangerous Beast trapped
under his skin. All he wants is for his Beast Mark to be removed so he can go back home, but the only way that will happen is if he
comes first in the apprentice Exhibition. This was truly so adorable. As the main character, Barclay is certainly someone younger
kids will relate too. He's trying to find a place to fit in and be himself, but he's been on his own for so long that he's not sure what that
is supposed to look like. Dullshire told him so many things not to do that it takes time for him to come to love those actually okay
things. His growth in the Lore Keeper world was well-done and very sweet.

I'loved Viola too. She becomes Barclay's closest ally in the Woods and I adored her spunk and cheery attitude. The magic system is
what really made this shine for me. To become a Lore Keeper, one bonds with one of the magical Beasts that dwells in the different
Wilderlands. There are five classes, with each being harder to bond with, but granting stronger magic. This Beast becomes their
constant companion, and when not out in the open, they return inside their Keeper's body as a living tattoo. Barclay accidentally
bonds with Root, a Lufthund of the fourth, Mythic Class. While he wants nothing to do with the wolf-like creature, Barclay gains the
ability to control wind and run super fast. Root himself is powerful in that his howls can summon a storm.

So many of these Beasts were wonderful, with so much thought and care put into them and the world they interact with. Viola has a
small dragon, and others have Beasts that can cast illusion magic, electrocute you, create mirrors to travel through, or eat sound. I
am a big fan of Amanda Foody's young adult novels, but this successful voyage into middle grade tells me she is a writer I will follow
to the ends of the earth. Caryn - iam. Well, I never would have expected that I needed a cottagecore Pokemon type story in my life,
but here we are. I needed it!

This was incredible! It deserves to be and should become the next beloved and giant middle grade series. And for audiobook fans,
Steve West narrates this one. An honest review was provided. He ventures into places he has never seen or heard of before while
trying to get back to a place he calls home. All the creatures and people we meet have unique and weird characteristics. An utter
delight! I am delighted and I cannot wait to have this on my shelf! Recalls the joys of the books I grew up reading, with new magic
and fresh twists thrown in. Plus, a world you want to live in, even if it means being a pooper scooper. Edit: honestly I've read this 3x
and I love it every.

Barclay is the perfect character for this type of novel. He is confused, scared, and practically thrown out of Dullshire with the
townspeople carrying pitchforks. Yet, he also stays hopeful and strong-minded to fix everything. The author progressed himin a fluid
manner where you see him grow and like the Lore in Sycomore. He shares a beautiful friendship with Viola. Another reason why I
enjoyed the story is that the author gives the side characters a nice back story too. Similarly, Tadg also surprised me as I did not
expect to like the character. Ethel, Abel, Soren, and Runa were also memorable. Moreover, there are also a few surprising twists
and turns that I did not expect. The author also keeps the story exciting with many moments of adventure. Some of the scenes that
stood out for me were when Barclay battles the illusion of Gravaldor when he is against Klara or when he confronts Soren at the
Scavenger Hunt.

I even liked the scenes where when Abel uses his mirror skills. I also loved how the author gave depth to some of the beasts, like
Root and Gravaldor. The book will keep you glued as Barclay participates in all the challenges to win the Exhibition. I look forward
to reading the following books to see how the series continues. This was fun! I loved the How to Train Your Dragon vibes and can't



wait what the next adventure these characters will go on in the next book. As an educator, I feel like it is my job to read new
children's books so that I can place interesting stories into the hands of my students I get super hype when I find stories that I
would've loved as a kiddo and thoroughly enjoyed escaping to this newly-created world for a while.

I am excited to see how Foody builds these characters and this story! Wilderlore is just what you would expect from a middle-grade:
quirky characters, imaginative world, and a light-hearted plot that keeps moving. I think anyone within the target audience range will
be sure to enjoy this How to Train Your Dragon meets Pokemon -esque novel featuring mythical creatures, not just dragons, and a
magic community. Barclay as our main character can go against what you may feel. It made me want Viola, a side character, to be
the main character instead. The villain, their motives and backstory, gets thrown in there, but I was more focused on Barclay—
whether he would learn to love the Lore Keeper community after what it has done to him. So when the villain is brought around again
to create a climax, it all happens very fast and at the very end. It gets resolved just as quickly. But even those side characters and
subplots get a nice and neat resolution at the end, leaving me wondering if every book will be its own arc or is Amanda Foody

creating a larger plot in the works?

More About This Book. Pub Date: Aug. Page Count: Publisher: Scholastic. Show comments. More In The Series. More by Dav
Pilkey. In a new caper, the Spy School team thwarts a fiendish scheme on the high seas. More by Stuart Gibbs. Please sign up to
continue. Almost there! Reader Writer Industry Professional. Send me weekly book recommendations and inside scoop. Keep me
logged in. Sign in using your Kirkus account Sign in Keep me logged in. In short, I expected to be blown away. Instead, I was
disappointed. The book was everything you expected from a Vikas Swarup novel, only more. So much more that it can only be
termed over the top. Sapna works at an electronics store in New Delhi and is the sole breadwinner of the family.

In true Bollywood style, she has an Asthmatic mother and college going younger sister to support. Burying her own dreams of
marriage and love, she forges ahead in a stoical manner, saving every penny for her family. While visiting the temple one day, she is
told that her life is about to change in an instant. She is met by a billionaire industrialist who tells her that he has chosen to make her
the CEO of his company, if she passes seven tests of character, he has set for her. Life in New Dehli has made her tough and shrewd
and Sapna is wary of anything that offers quick returns. What follows is a series of mishaps and adventures, each of which turns out

to have been part of the apprenticeship.

As in his previous novels, the narrative travels at a breakneck pace, the author keeping the reader at the edge of her seat in a story
that along with being entertaining touches some of the most pressing issues facing developing countries today. In addition there are
references to popular Bollywood and political personalities, which add to the fun of guessing which character is based on whom.
Swarup has tried in this book to tell the story of a modem day working woman and her responses to circumstances that one would
find familiar if one lived in India. But the pace is too fast and the writing too simple. Most of it seems forced, instead of an organic
part of the story. Its almost as if Swarup had taken his inspiration from the lurid headlines of Indian tabloids and each chapter was an
attempt to scratch the surface of an important social problem in India.

As a result, the Panchayat systems, gang rape, reality TV and illegal organ transplants are all simplified into bite sized, chapter
length backdrops.
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	The Accidental Apprentice — Amanda Foody
	Loading, please wait Free 2-Day Shipping. Same Day Delivery. Please select a store. Deliver to Edit zip code. Ship it. This item isn't sold in stores. Help us improve this page. About this item. Specifications Number of Pages: Genre: Juvenile Fiction. Series Title: Wilderlore. Format: Hardcover. Publisher: Margaret K. McElderry Books. Age Range: Years. Author: Amanda Foody. Language: English. Street Date : March 30, TCIN : UPC : Description About the Book Eleven-year-old Barclay Thorne yearns for the quiet life of a mushroom farmer, but after unwittingly bonding with a beast in the forbidden Woods, he must seek Lore Keepers to break the bond and return home. Book Synopsis A boy who accidentally bonds with a magical Beast must set off on an adventure in the mysterious Woods in this "wholesome, delightful" Kirkus Reviews , starred review , and cheeky middle grade fantasy debut--perfect for fans of Nevermoor and How to Train Your Dragon.  The last thing Barclay Thorne ever wanted was an adventure. Review Quotes "Absolutely enchanting! Reminiscent of classic middle grade tales, with a highly unique and enthralling world and characters you can really root for. Ortega, author of The Ghost Squad "Exciting, adventurous, and wild in its own right, The Accidental Apprentice had me riding on the winds and howling at the sky. When the wilds call, you should listen. I would gladly wander the Wilderlands forever, bonding with all types of magical beasts. Readers everywhere will delight in collecting them all! Want to Read. Buy on Amazon. Rate this book. The last thing Barclay Thorne ever wanted was an adventure. No danger required. Determined to break this bond and return home, Barclay journeys to find the mysterious town of Lore Keepers, people who have also bonded with Beasts and share their powers.  Middle Grade. Young Adult. Urban Fantasy. Hardcover First published March 30, Original Title The Accidental Apprentice. Series Wilderlore 1. This edition Format Hardcover. Published March 30, by Margaret K. McElderry Books. Language English. More details. Amanda Foody 12 books 1, followers. Amanda Foody has always considered imagination to be our best attempt at magic. After a double life as an accountant preparing taxes for multinational corporations, she now spends her free time brewing and fermenting foods much more easily obtained at her local grocery store.  She lives in Boston, MA with a hoard of books guarded by the most vicious of feline companions, Jelly Bean. Search review text. Displaying 1 - 30 of reviews. Holly Holly Hearts Books. Personal rating: 3. This book has lovable, root-able characters, fascinating beasts, a thrilling adventure, and a new world to lose yourself in. After reading this, I can see why fans would love it! As an orphan in a small village, Barclay feels so out of place and believes if he works hard as an apprentice, one day he can become a mushroom farmer and belong in the community. But when he accidentally bonds with a Beast, he has to leave home and try to find a way to break the bond. My favourite part of this novel is the world building! I enjoyed learning about the different types of Beasts that existed and the different types of Lore Keepers which is someone who bonds with Beasts.  It was interesting to learn about the history of their world and how they trained with their Beasts. I also enjoyed the character development that Barclay went through and the friendships he made throughout his adventure! From the very beginning Barclay was against the Lore Keeper community and going on any type of adventure. By the end of the book, I was proud of Barclay and his decisions with what he wanted to do next. I wish it went on a little longer.  Overall, this was a fun read! I recommend trying this book out if you enjoy middle grade novels about adventure and magical creatures. Samm Sassenach the Book Wizard. I'm bouncing back and forth between 4 and 5 stars so 4. Reads Books and Fics. I am still new to middle grade, but this book is very fun. I was able to finish it in one day, and it was a great read. Barclay lives a normal life in a town where he is an orphan. He lost his parents to a monster who destroyed the town, and he just wants to live a simple life. He knows to stay out of the forest nearby until one day, he sees a Lore Keeper trying to catch a Beast. But the Beast bonds to Barclay. After an incident, he leaves his town and is off on his adventure. I loved the world building in this book. To learn about the Beasts and systems of Lore Keepers was very interesting. I also liked seeing how they were testing to see who was the best, and how Barclay was working to bond with his own Beast eventually.  I felt like I was right there during the adventure, and I am eager for more in the future. The characters are great too. Barclay grows as the book goes on, and I like Viola a lot. We need more of these in books. Their friendship is awesome, and I cannot wait to see it grow more. This is a wonderful middle grade fantasy. I would definitely pick up the next in the series. Not to mention, this is perfect for grades 4 to 8 for fantasy lovers and even reluctant readers. I genuinely cannot remember the last time I read a middle grade novel, and I don't think I could have picked a better one than Amanda Foody's first entry into the MG world.  I fell in love from the first page and adored every minute of it. Full review at A Book Shrew Barclay Thorne is a mushroom farmer apprentice in Dullshire, a little town with a lot of rules. With his wild hair and dirty nails, he doesn't seem to fit in, but he certainly tries. When he breaks another rule by entering the forbidden Woods, Barclay accidentally bonds with a Beast that might eat him and is swept into a world of Lore Keepers. It's all fine and dandy in books, but Barclay doesn't actually want to be on an adventure, especially when he has a dangerous Beast trapped under his skin. All he wants is for his Beast Mark to be removed so he can go back home, but the only way that will happen is if he comes first in the apprentice Exhibition. This was truly so adorable. As the main character, Barclay is certainly someone younger kids will relate too. He's trying to find a place to fit in and be himself, but he's been on his own for so long that he's not sure what that is supposed to look like.  Dullshire told him so many things not to do that it takes time for him to come to love those actually okay things. His growth in the Lore Keeper world was well-done and very sweet. I loved Viola too. She becomes Barclay's closest ally in the Woods and I adored her spunk and cheery attitude. The magic system is what really made this shine for me. To become a Lore Keeper, one bonds with one of the magical Beasts that dwells in the different Wilderlands. There are five classes, with each being harder to bond with, but granting stronger magic. This Beast becomes their constant companion, and when not out in the open, they return inside their Keeper's body as a living tattoo. Barclay accidentally bonds with Root, a Lufthund of the fourth, Mythic Class.  While he wants nothing to do with the wolf-like creature, Barclay gains the ability to control wind and run super fast. Root himself is powerful in that his howls can summon a storm. So many of these Beasts were wonderful, with so much thought and care put into them and the world they interact with. Viola has a small dragon, and others have Beasts that can cast illusion magic, electrocute you, create mirrors to travel through, or eat sound. I am a big fan of Amanda Foody's young adult novels, but this successful voyage into middle grade tells me she is a writer I will follow to the ends of the earth. Caryn - iam. Well, I never would have expected that I needed a cottagecore Pokemon type story in my life, but here we are. I needed it! This was incredible! It deserves to be and should become the next beloved and giant middle grade series. And for audiobook fans, Steve West narrates this one. An honest review was provided. He ventures into places he has never seen or heard of before while trying to get back to a place he calls home.  All the creatures and people we meet have unique and weird characteristics. An utter delight! I am delighted and I cannot wait to have this on my shelf! Recalls the joys of the books I grew up reading, with new magic and fresh twists thrown in. Plus, a world you want to live in, even if it means being a pooper scooper. Edit: honestly I've read this 3x and I love it every. Barclay is the perfect character for this type of novel.  He is confused, scared, and practically thrown out of Dullshire with the townspeople carrying pitchforks. Yet, he also stays hopeful and strong-minded to fix everything. The author progressed him in a fluid manner where you see him grow and like the Lore in Sycomore. He shares a beautiful friendship with Viola. Another reason why I enjoyed the story is that the author gives the side characters a nice back story too. Similarly, Tadg also surprised me as I did not expect to like the character. Ethel, Abel, Soren, and Runa were also memorable. Moreover, there are also a few surprising twists and turns that I did not expect. The author also keeps the story exciting with many moments of adventure.
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	We need more of these in books. Their friendship is awesome, and I cannot wait to see it grow more. This is a wonderful middle grade fantasy. I would definitely pick up the next in the series. Not to mention, this is perfect for grades 4 to 8 for fantasy lovers and even reluctant readers. I genuinely cannot remember the last time I read a middle grade novel, and I don't think I could have picked a better one than Amanda Foody's first entry into the MG world. I fell in love from the first page and adored every minute of it. Full review at A Book Shrew Barclay Thorne is a mushroom farmer apprentice in Dullshire, a little town with a lot of rules.  With his wild hair and dirty nails, he doesn't seem to fit in, but he certainly tries. When he breaks another rule by entering the forbidden Woods, Barclay accidentally bonds with a Beast that might eat him and is swept into a world of Lore Keepers. It's all fine and dandy in books, but Barclay doesn't actually want to be on an adventure, especially when he has a dangerous Beast trapped under his skin. All he wants is for his Beast Mark to be removed so he can go back home, but the only way that will happen is if he comes first in the apprentice Exhibition. This was truly so adorable. As the main character, Barclay is certainly someone younger kids will relate too. He's trying to find a place to fit in and be himself, but he's been on his own for so long that he's not sure what that is supposed to look like. Dullshire told him so many things not to do that it takes time for him to come to love those actually okay things. His growth in the Lore Keeper world was well-done and very sweet.  I loved Viola too. She becomes Barclay's closest ally in the Woods and I adored her spunk and cheery attitude. The magic system is what really made this shine for me. To become a Lore Keeper, one bonds with one of the magical Beasts that dwells in the different Wilderlands. There are five classes, with each being harder to bond with, but granting stronger magic. This Beast becomes their constant companion, and when not out in the open, they return inside their Keeper's body as a living tattoo. Barclay accidentally bonds with Root, a Lufthund of the fourth, Mythic Class. While he wants nothing to do with the wolf-like creature, Barclay gains the ability to control wind and run super fast. Root himself is powerful in that his howls can summon a storm.  So many of these Beasts were wonderful, with so much thought and care put into them and the world they interact with. Viola has a small dragon, and others have Beasts that can cast illusion magic, electrocute you, create mirrors to travel through, or eat sound. I am a big fan of Amanda Foody's young adult novels, but this successful voyage into middle grade tells me she is a writer I will follow to the ends of the earth. Caryn - iam. Well, I never would have expected that I needed a cottagecore Pokemon type story in my life, but here we are. I needed it!  This was incredible! It deserves to be and should become the next beloved and giant middle grade series. And for audiobook fans, Steve West narrates this one. An honest review was provided. He ventures into places he has never seen or heard of before while trying to get back to a place he calls home. All the creatures and people we meet have unique and weird characteristics. An utter delight! I am delighted and I cannot wait to have this on my shelf! Recalls the joys of the books I grew up reading, with new magic and fresh twists thrown in. Plus, a world you want to live in, even if it means being a pooper scooper. Edit: honestly I've read this 3x and I love it every.  Barclay is the perfect character for this type of novel. He is confused, scared, and practically thrown out of Dullshire with the townspeople carrying pitchforks. Yet, he also stays hopeful and strong-minded to fix everything. The author progressed him in a fluid manner where you see him grow and like the Lore in Sycomore. He shares a beautiful friendship with Viola. Another reason why I enjoyed the story is that the author gives the side characters a nice back story too. Similarly, Tadg also surprised me as I did not expect to like the character. Ethel, Abel, Soren, and Runa were also memorable. Moreover, there are also a few surprising twists and turns that I did not expect. The author also keeps the story exciting with many moments of adventure. Some of the scenes that stood out for me were when Barclay battles the illusion of Gravaldor when he is against Klara or when he confronts Soren at the Scavenger Hunt.  I even liked the scenes where when Abel uses his mirror skills. I also loved how the author gave depth to some of the beasts, like Root and Gravaldor. The book will keep you glued as Barclay participates in all the challenges to win the Exhibition. I look forward to reading the following books to see how the series continues. This was fun! I loved the How to Train Your Dragon vibes and can't wait what the next adventure these characters will go on in the next book. As an educator, I feel like it is my job to read new children's books so that I can place interesting stories into the hands of my students I get super hype when I find stories that I would've loved as a kiddo and thoroughly enjoyed escaping to this newly-created world for a while.  I am excited to see how Foody builds these characters and this story! Wilderlore is just what you would expect from a middle-grade: quirky characters, imaginative world, and a light-hearted plot that keeps moving. I think anyone within the target audience range will be sure to enjoy this How to Train Your Dragon meets Pokemon -esque novel featuring mythical creatures, not just dragons, and a magic community. Barclay as our main character can go against what you may feel. It made me want Viola, a side character, to be the main character instead. The villain, their motives and backstory, gets thrown in there, but I was more focused on Barclay—whether he would learn to love the Lore Keeper community after what it has done to him. So when the villain is brought around again to create a climax, it all happens very fast and at the very end. It gets resolved just as quickly. But even those side characters and subplots get a nice and neat resolution at the end, leaving me wondering if every book will be its own arc or is Amanda Foody creating a larger plot in the works?  More About This Book. Pub Date: Aug. Page Count: Publisher: Scholastic. Show comments. More In The Series. More by Dav Pilkey. In a new caper, the Spy School team thwarts a fiendish scheme on the high seas. More by Stuart Gibbs. Please sign up to continue. Almost there! Reader Writer Industry Professional. Send me weekly book recommendations and inside scoop. Keep me logged in. Sign in using your Kirkus account Sign in Keep me logged in. In short, I expected to be blown away. Instead, I was disappointed. The book was everything you expected from a Vikas Swarup novel, only more. So much more that it can only be termed over the top. Sapna works at an electronics store in New Delhi and is the sole breadwinner of the family.  In true Bollywood style, she has an Asthmatic mother and college going younger sister to support. Burying her own dreams of marriage and love, she forges ahead in a stoical manner, saving every penny for her family. While visiting the temple one day, she is told that her life is about to change in an instant. She is met by a billionaire industrialist who tells her that he has chosen to make her the CEO of his company, if she passes seven tests of character, he has set for her. Life in New Dehli has made her tough and shrewd and Sapna is wary of anything that offers quick returns. What follows is a series of mishaps and adventures, each of which turns out to have been part of the apprenticeship.  As in his previous novels, the narrative travels at a breakneck pace, the author keeping the reader at the edge of her seat in a story that along with being entertaining touches some of the most pressing issues facing developing countries today. In addition there are references to popular Bollywood and political personalities, which add to the fun of guessing which character is based on whom. Swarup has tried in this book to tell the story of a modern day working woman and her responses to circumstances that one would find familiar if one lived in India. But the pace is too fast and the writing too simple. Most of it seems forced, instead of an organic part of the story. Its almost as if Swarup had taken his inspiration from the lurid headlines of Indian tabloids and each chapter was an attempt to scratch the surface of an important social problem in India.  As a result, the Panchayat systems, gang rape, reality TV and illegal organ transplants are all simplified into bite sized, chapter length backdrops.




